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ONE of the questions we are most frequently asked is whether Searchlight has 
any evidence that members of the police force are also members of fascist groups. 
Our reply is that while there have been individual cases, the police are prohibited 
from being in any kind of political organisation. 

In this small selection of essays written by young cadets, it is clear that many 
hold views compatible with NF membership. Their teacher, Mr John Fernandes, 
even says that they make the NF look rather tame. 

But the most depressing aspect of these essays is that the themes running 
through most of them are instantly recognisable. Blacks are responsible for 
crime, they sponge off the state, they take white men’s jobs, white men’s women, 
they smell and they practice strange religious customs. 

These themes are not the sole preserve of the fascist right. They are the 
backbone of British racism today. Fascists articulate these views to get support 
for their own ends. Successive governments have played up to them, with the 
present Tory government coming the closest yet to attempting systematic 
repatriation. People’s fears and anxieties brought about by unemployment and 
having no money are often expressed in racist terms, using blacks as the 
scapegoat. But these fears are answered by those in authority in racist terms too. 
Thatcher’s ‘swamping’ speech, the new nationality bill and the increasing number 
of deportations acknowledges that blacks are the problem, and attempts are 
being made to limit their numbers. Internal controls and passport checks give 
petty officials the power to deny black people the benefits of the welfare state. 
The Metropolitan police tried earlier this year to ‘prove’ that blacks were largely 
responsible for ‘mugging’. This is part of a wider campaign to equate the 
presence of unemployed black youths with the decline in law and order in inner 
cities. 

Home Secretary William Whitelaw has recently rejected Lord Scarman’s 
recommendation that racial prejudice should be a dismissable offence within the 
police force. If he had accepted it, the outcry from Tory backbenchers would 
have made the outrage over the change in immigration rules last month look like 
a genteel tea party. 

Until racism is condemned at the highest level, and we have a government 
which is determined to root out institutionalised racism, racial prejudice will 
continue to be part and parcel of white British culture, and the police force will 
inevitably reflect this. 
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One bad apple? 


IN MAY 1981, directly after the riots in 
Brixton, the vice principal of Hendon 
Cadet School sent a letter to head staff 
suggesting that they introduce a multi- 
cultural course for the students. As a result, 
John Fernandes, a black sociology lecturer 
at the college, offered and was selected to 
lead the new unit to devise and teach such a 


course. 
From the start he made it clear that the 


orientation of the course would be anti- 
racist, that is, aimed at identifying and 
eradicating racist attitudes, rather than 
simply learning about different ethnic 
cultures. It was in response to pressure from 
above to get the course underway, that 
Fernandes set his 62 students the essay 
‘Blacks in Britain’, as a way of assessing 
syllabus requirements. 

These essays, first revealed on the 
Channel Four programme Eastern Eye, and 
followed up by the Guardian, showed that 
deeply held racist views were widespread 
among the cadets. We have reprinted some 
of the worst essays here, in addition to the 
one that seemed to be the most positive. 
Another black lecturer at the Cadet school, 
also shocked by the constant racist 
comments of many of the students, asked 
them on another occasion to write down 
what they disliked about blacks. Out of 41 
replies, there were three ‘nothings’, one 
obvious ‘joke’ and the rest, a selection of 
which are shown over the page, speak for 
themselves. 

In the essays received by Searchlight the 
assumption that black people are 
themselves to blame for racism stands out, 
with the belief that they have chips on their 
shoulders which only made things more 
difficult for them, Nowhere is racism 
recognised as coming from white people or 
institutions, with one exception that we 
could see. The cadets also replicate the old 
racist chestnut that black men take white 
men’s women; black women are never 
mentioned in this context. Even the essays 
which start, ‘‘personally I have nothing 
against blacks’, go on to give all the 
stereotypes about West Indian criminals or 
blacks scrounging off the state — the 
minority giving the rest a bad name. 

The revelation of these views is highly 
disturbing, both to anti-racists and 
presumably the police themselves. But the 
way in which the same multi-cultural course 
at Hendon developed, or was prevented 
from developing, leads to further questions 
about whether there is a real will to deal 
with racism within the police force or 
whether it is even possible to challenge 
police racism through education. The 
response of Commander Wells, head of the 
cadet training school, on Eastern Eye was 
to say that the essays revealed shallow racial 
prejudice which could be dealt with 
adequately through existing courses at the 
school. 

But John Fernandes did not publicise the 
essays merely to expose the racism of 
would-be police constables. It happened 


after a series of events within the college 
concerning his proposals for teaching anti- 
racism. In November he resigned as head of 
the multi-cultural unit after one of his 
courses, the third and last phase of the 
whole programme was, he says, back- 
handedly dropped and replaced with 
another, called ‘decision-making’. This 
would have the affect of watering down the 
whole course and defeating the object of 
Fernandes’ anti-racist, rather than multi- 
cultural, approach. It was more the implicit 
racism of some of the staff, and their 
condonment of institutionalised racism, he 
told us, rather than the racism of the 
cadets, which led to his resignation. There 
was also the question of academic 
interference from the police themselves. 

The kind of education that is expected to 
deal with racist attitudes in the cadet 
school, and similarly in the training school 
which cadets go on to later, comes under 
the heading ‘human awareness’, which 
includes a look at ‘community relations’. 
The first week of this ‘community relations’ 
section is meant to explore “‘the role of 
police (service/enforcement) through the 
history of the Metropolitan Police. To be 
followed by a discussion based on 
‘Differences within our society’ leading into 
the contemporary ‘problem’ of our multi- 
cultural society. To include formal 
instruction on helping destitute/missing 
persons’’. A large part of learning about 
community relations is to learn about black 
cultures, with the help of special packs 
prepared by Goldsmith College. Amrit 
Wilson, writing in the New Statesman 
(12.11.82) recently explained how this 
approach sidesteps the issue of racism 
altogether, sponsoring ‘‘instead studies into 
the peculiar habits of black people’’. She 
then explains what this means: 

‘*In the ‘Asians in Britain pack’ prepared 
for the course, the intricacies of the Indian 
caste system and theories are described; but 
nothing is said about Asian _ people’s 
experience of racial attack, or their feelings 
about lack of police protection. The West 
Indian Profile pack reveals that ‘Food is 
one of the pleasures which West Indians in 
common with others enjoy .. . many will 
eat the food available here’. However, 
‘Rastafarians’ the recruit is told, ‘do not eat 
pork, salt, certain vegetables and fats. This 
of course has implications for the staff in 
institutions where there are Rastafarians’. 
What institutions? The pack is too coy to 
refer to prisons, or to ask why there are so 
many black prisoners in such British 
institutions in the first place’’. 

In a letter to the Guardian (18.11.82) 
Commander Wells said that the task of 
teachers within and outside the police 
service is to discuss racial prejudice openly 
and constructively wherever they recognise 
it. But it was precisely this part of John 
Fernandes’ course that has been dropped, 
where he intended to look at racism as a 
white problem and to discuss ways to 
challenge this. His first outline of the 


programme was initially approved by 
Wells, though he expressed doubts about 
this last section, saying it might be counter- 
productive. 

Teachers all over the country are fighting 
for anti-racist education in schools and 
colleges. The hostility to Fernandes’ anti- 
racist approach to the whole question as 
opposed to multi-cultural is not confined to 
the Peel Centre at Hendon. It is clearly not 
sufficient to focus on the education of 16 
year old cadets, while their elders and 
betters replicate similar prejudices. Earlier 
this year it was alleged that the present 
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Sir Kenneth Newman, told an American 
journalist that Jamaicans were 
‘constitutionally disposed’ to be anti- 
authority. The way the police presented the 
crime figures in March so as to implicate the 
black community in the apparent rise in 
street crime was one of the most serious 
examples of the way police can contribute 
to racism. If the police are to get rid of 
racist attitudes amongst their individual 
members, they must first address 
themselves to the way racist practice is 
accepted and even condoned within the 
force as a whole. 


Blacks will not accept that a policeman 


may arrest him for committing a crime 
and not for being black. 
structure of blacks as 


Infrequency of mixed marriages. 
* * * 


| think that some of the black people in 
Britain, namely the ones that sponge off 
our society and welfare state should go 
back to their own countries. But of 
course | think that black people who 
were born in Britain and who don't 
sponge off society can stay as long as 
they continuously have a job. The old 
blacks came over here to get jobs and 
now they have taken over many of the 
jobs which British people could've had. 

Don’t get me wrong | like a lot of 
blacks and have many black friends. A 
lot of blacks think they are being 
discriminated against but they are only 
being stopped the same amount as 
whites but they think the police stop 
them more and therefore are prejudiced 
against them. 


issues | want to discuss: 

Why they're prejudiced against police 
and whites. 

Why they take white people’s jobs. 
Why blacks do so much crime. 

Why they are rebellious. 


* * * 


| have no objection to anybody's colour 


or origin but | do believe that our 
importation of people from other 
countries should be limited and 
restricted with certain conditions such 
as if a person is claiming British 
citizenship he should have a job and 
enough money to provide for himself 
and his family, if any, in this way we 
would not have the problem of so many 


ethnics going on the dole or just 
generally dossing. 


They should also | believe be put on 
the bottom of the council’s housing lists 
so that the government is able to provide 
houses for all its British citizens first and 
then for all the people from the other _ 

countries. | believe this because 


_ thousands of people today in Britain are 
without jobs and are living in appalling — 


conditions and slums and meanwhile | 


_ people from other countries are coming — 


to Britain and getting a good council 


_ house ete before some people who do — 
not have a decent house. 


There is also the other — of the coin . 


____ which is they came over to this country | 


__ without a job or house and just create a 
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Some of the replies to the 
question: What do you 
dislike about blacks? 


Mixed marriages. 

Do not like the way black people have 
their own night clubs where whites 
cannot go. 

Arranged marriages with Indians. 
Many blacks carry round their large 
stereo radios in the high street and 
they have them on very loud so that 
everyone else has to listen to them as 
well. 

Indians and Pakistanis taking over 
newsagents. 

Rastafarians with thick matted hair 
and wearing silly multicoloured hats 
and playing their reggae music. 
Chinese, running restaurants and 
serving rats under the guise of beef, 
in their dishes. 

Arrogant British Rail ticket collectors 
who give false directions and their 
language cannot be _ interpreted. 
Usually always black and working on 
major London stations. 

Blacks walking around in_ large 
groups shouting ‘Natty dread’ and 
‘allright my rasta’. 

Blacks with bleached hair. 

The blacks not mixing and going 
around in gangs. The way that many 
of them look upon PC's. 

The way that they all wear turbans 
and saries instead of adjusting to our 
way of life. 

Their attitude to the whites. 

| don't like curry. 

The way they are thought of as 
different to us and treat us different 
e.g. they can ride a _ motorbike 
without wearing a turban due to their 
religion. 

The vile smell that emulates from 
their houses and shops most of this is 
due to the food they eat which must 
contravene the health act. 

When in Rome do as the Romans do 
so why come to Britain with new 
unwanted and expensive cultures. 
The West Indians disregard for police, 
law and order. 

Rastafarian religion, about the father 
deflowering his daughter. Black 
music, disco, reggae. 

The way the blacks tend to go around 
together, they reject the white 
community. 

Their attitude to this country. 

The way they dress and the 
rastafarian religion. 

The characteristic smell and the 
rastafarian religion attitude to whites. 
Rastas. Thick lips. Silly hats. Wiry 
hair. Squashed noses. Reggae. Their 
voices (e.g. accent) 
Some _ religious 
community have. 
have bad breath. 
Reggae, big coloured hats. 

Their houses smell and they nick our 
jobs. 

They expect us to make separate laws 
for them yet don’t expect to be kept 
to them. They are dirty in food, 
manners and attitude, they bleed the 
country dry on social security etc 
look at the run down areas where 
they live. 


laws the black 
Pakistanis who 


WOULD YOU WANT THIS 
MAN PROTECTING YOU? 


Some leopards never change their 
‘spots. One such predator is Roger 
Gleaves: child-molester, confidence 
trickster, criminal and vexatious 
litigant. Gleaves’ vocation has been to 
use subterfuge, fraud and even 
violence to obtain whatever he wants, 
be it money, sexual contacts, political 
prestige or simply revenge against 
those journalists who have sought to 
expose his ‘‘cruel and wicked’’ ways. 


Although it has often been his 
exploitation of young boys that has 
interested the popular press, his links with 
the far right are also significant. Hand-in- 
hand with his politics go his obsession with 
uniforms and his expertise in deception. In 
the early 60s Gleaves was busy organising 
the Greater Britain Campaign and the Keep 
Britain Great Committee. The GBC 
published a monthly magazine called 
British Patriot which often included leaflets 
for the ‘‘Old Roman Catholic Church’’, 
Gleaves’ own tiny religious sect (no link at 
all with the established Roman Catholic 
Church) in which he ordained himself 
Bishop of Medway. In the 70s he was to use 
the Old Roman Catholic Church to give his 
sordid ‘‘hostel’’ organisation a cover of 
respectability. 

It was when Gleaves’ hostels were 
exposed as centres for exploiting young 
people in crime and prostitution that the 
much-publicised ‘‘Johnny Go Home’’ 
scandal broke. Whilst organising his hostels 
racket, he was also running a very shady 
security business by supplying the inmates 
of his hostels for work as security guards to 


Dear Mr. Souter Clarence, 


Thank you for your letter of the 29th May 1962, 


legitimate security companies who didn’t 
ask too many questions. As their ‘‘agent’’ 
Gleaves took a cut of their wages as well as 
continuing to claim Social Security benefit 
on their behalf. His activities with security 
companies continued and in 1981 
Searchlight photographed Gleaves in 
uniform providing the security at a meeting 
of the League of St. George in Kensington 
(even the RAF blue uniforms seemed to be 
the same as those he wore as ‘‘warden’’ of 
the ‘‘hostels’’. 

At the same time, one of his companies, 
Omega Security, was approaching London 
Gay Switchboard — a reputable gay 
information and welfare service — in an 
attempt to obtain a listing in their register 
of services. Once again deception was the 
order of the day and Gleaves used an alias 
just as he had done on other occasions 
when he had asked to use their 
accommodation service and to register one 
of his gay ‘‘naturist’’ clubs with them. To 
their credit Gay Switchboard gave him 
short shrift as did Gay News when he tried 
to use their personal advertisement service 
to publicise another of his ‘‘naturist’’ clubs. 

When the ‘“‘Johnny Go Home’”’ scandal 
made the headlines, it was revealed that 
Gleaves had managed to hoodwink 
government departments, local authorities 
and prominent people into supporting his 
sordid activities. He obtained patronage for 
his charities simply by writing to MPs and 
Peers and asking them for it. He had learnt 
a lesson from the days of Greater Britain 
Campaign. Then, many of the prominent 
men he wrote to — smelling a rat, no doubt 
— turned him down flat or made police 
excuses. Ray Gunter simply ‘‘would not 


9th June 1962 


I must 


apologise for the delay in reply but I had been hoping to see Mr. 
Batchelor about it (and the other ones which hase resulted from the 


article in the Bristol paper) before replying. 


However Mr. @atchelor 


ie not going to be up this way for some days yet, and to avoid any 
further delay I am taking it upon myself to reply te your kind enquiry, 
I should point out that Mr. Batchelor is a serving member of the RAF 
stationed near Weston—super-Mare, and therefore mist not use his camp 


addresse 


With regard to your kind offer to assist us, we will be only 


too glad to accept any help that you can and will give us. 


You will 


appreciate that Hr. Batchelor is hardly in a position to organise and 
look after a Branch of the Campaign in Bristol $ Perhaps when you send 
in your membership application you could let me know just what you can 
do, are willing to do, and a brief idea of your past experience (so tliat 
I can put the matter to our next Committee meeting, and also so that we 
do not try telling you things that your past experience has already 
taught you in the field of public activities). 


I look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 


Yours sincerely, 


f\ 
NH 


ee Ts 


Chairman & Founder 
( R. Gleaves } 


Letter from Gleaves to lan Souter-Clarence June 1962. 


Gleaves dressed in his Bishop of Medway 
outfit. 


Gleaves providing security for League of 
St. George meeting at Kensington Library 
April 1981. 


appear’’ on Gleaves’ platform. Randolph 
Churchill couldn’t through ‘‘pressure of 
work’’ and even Common Cause ‘‘were not 
interested’’. 

He did have some success, however, and 
he managed to persuade the Economic 
League to supply their leaflets regularly so 
that they could be included in the British 
Patriot. Searchlight contacted the League 
who were at a loss to understand how such 
an agreement could have come about. They 
said, ‘‘There would be no such co- 
operation with a fascist organisation now. 
We are as opposed to the far-right as we are 
to the far-left’’. Also involved with Gleaves 
were Ian Souter-Clarence and Ted Davey 
who will be known to Searchlight readers 
for their involvement with the nazi para- 
military group Column 88. Captain Kirkby, 
the Tory MP was also taken in. 

More recently Gleaves was convicted in 
August 1981 for falsely claiming social 
security. The News of the World revealed at 
the time that he was again involved in all the 
same shady activities. Recently released, he 
is again recruiting youngsters to work for 
his latest enterprise, GB Security Services 
Ltd. 

As Mr Justice Mackenna said of him in 
1976: ‘‘Roger Gleaves . . . I believe you are 
a cruel and a wicked man and that you have 
been an evil influence’’. 


LODGE AFFAIRS 


Poor Eddy Morrison. Having nailed his 
colours to the mast of John Tyndall's British 
National Party, it appears that the veteran 
Leeds-born fascist is on his bike again. On 
the front page of his rag Vationalist Week (16 
October) Morrison runs a photo and story 
about himself (““Eddie Morrison has been a 
fighter for the cause for 15 years . . . Since 
the formation of the BNP (MkIll) he has 
worked solidly for that group”) and his mate 
Kevin Randall (‘Kevin Randall has fought 
for the cause since he was just 12 years old 
.. . He, like Eddy, has been a central force 
in building the BNP in its weakest area — 
London”). 

And the reason for all this self- 
advertisement (Eddy Morrison is _ well- 
known for his self-effacing diffidence) is on 
the front page, too. Under the headline 
“BANNED!” the story runs as follows: 

“THE TWO ACTIVISTS SHOWN HERE 
(LEFT) HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN 
THE PAST GROWTH OF THE BNP. THEY 
BOTH HAVE LONG RECORDS OF HONEST 
AND LOYAL WORK FOR THE CAUSE WE 
ALL BELIEVE IN. THEY ARE BOTH 
TOTALLY DISMAYED AT THE DISGUSTING 
TREATMENT THEY HAVE BEEN DEALT IN 
RECENT WEEKS BY THAT PARTY. BNP 
CHAIRMAN JOHN TYNDALL HAS FORCED 
THEM OUT OF HIS PARTY”. 

These expulsions, Morrison continues, 
prove that the BNP is not the “broad 
church” that had been promised, and 
indeed that “the National Socialists are not 
now welcome in the BNP”. Indeed, “by 
banning Eddy Morrison and Kevin Randall 
and all activities promoted by them, he 
(Tyndall) has effectively banned the ANTI- 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT, VIKING 
YOUTH and the LEAGUE OF SAINT 
GEORGE”. 

Well, if this is true (which we rather 
doubt) it is a very serious matter. Whether it 
is serious enough for what Morrison goes 
on to allege we doubt. For second only to 
Jews in the Fascist Pantheon of Shame 
stand the Freemasons (indeed, the Free- 
masonic Conspiracy predates the Jewish 
Conspiracy by at least a century). So it’s 
clearly hardball time, when Morrison 
accuses (as he does twice in this issue of 
Nationalist Week), no less a figure than 
Charles Parker, father-in-law of John 
Tyndall, of being a devotee of the apron and 
the knotted handshake. 

No doubt the exposure of his masonic 
connections was one of the reasons for an 
extraordinary anti-semitic outburst from 
Parker at a recent BNP meeting. After all, 
even a broad churchman has to re-establish 
his true credentials from time to time. 


* * * 


SHORT SHRIFT 


If Eddy Morrison has been driven into 
sectarianism by the nefarious activities of 
John Tyndall, then Colin Jordan must have 
been slighted by almost everybody on the 
British Right. His “occasional” news-sheet 
Gothic Ripples is awash with attacks on a 
wide variety of nazi super-stars, but pride of 
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WEBSTER’S BRIEF 


We have pointed out before in this column 
how Richard Verrall (the author, under the 
pseudonym Richard Harwood, of the 
notorious anti-semitic pamphlet Did Six 
Million Really Die?) had undergone something 
of a change of life since his recent marriage. 
Dropping out of the National Front (of 
which he was one of the “triumvirate” of 
leaders, along with Andrew Brons and 
Martin Webster), his main activity has been 
complaining about his name being used in 


vain by the Hancocks of Brighton, who, 
without Verrall’s knowledge or permission, 
cast him as the “editor” of their nasty and 
financially disastrous hate-mag Ho/ocaust 
News. 

Well, sadly, we must report that the new 
Mrs Verrall is not quite the paragon that she 
would appear to be from the evidence of her 
husband’s new found quietude. For who 
should turn up as solicitor for Martin “Fat 
Man” Webster at his recent court case than 
one Tessa Verrall, the wife (according to our 
information) of Richard Verrall. 
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place is preserved for Michael McLaughlin, 
who replaced Jordan as leader of the British 
Movement all those years ago: 

“Foremost of fakes in Britain today is... 
former milkman Michael McLaughlin who finds it 
more lucrative and gratifying to his megalomania 
selling a Hollywood-style pop-perversion of 
National Socialism to young people”. 

Jordan goes on to describe McLaughlin as 
a “political pop star” running a “punk nazi 
Movement’’. McLaughlin is also referred to 
as “the charlatan of Shotton”. 

Mild by comparison is this attack on 
Joseph Short, the Cambridge-educated 
Hitler-worshipper (and Liberal Party 
infiltrator), now of John Tyndall's BNP: 

“Perambulating around within or along the 
periphery of British nationalism is a man 
possessed, if we are to believe him, of the gift of 
‘automatic writing’ whereby forces of the occult 
guide his hand in revelation; in particular the 
‘Great Beast’ represented by the late Alastair 
Crowley .. . Joseph Short’s thesis is that the 
fountain-head of National Socialism was occult 
power, a concoction he has in common with the 
paperback portrayers of Hitler and his early circle 
as a bunch of star-gazing devil-worshippers. 
Such playboys of the bizarre we can well do 
without”. 

With such Kameraden, who needs a 
world-wide Zionist Conspiracy? 


* * * 


CARPETED 


As if, perhaps, to counter such vile 
allegations as outlined above, the BNP’s 
new (undated) youth paper Young /Vationalist 
is at pains to demonstrate which side it’s 
on. Issue No.1 reports that German nazi 
Manfred Roeder has been “deprived of his 
livelihood” simply because he belongs to “a 
group which refuses to accept Hitler as the 
carpet-biting madman of legend’. Young 
Nationalist then proceeds to “send our best 
wishes for his defence”. 

Sadly, as Issue No.2 (also undated) 
reports, Manfred Roeder, despite all these 
good wishes, was sent down for 13 years. 


What the paper didn’t say was that along 
with three accomplices he was convicted of 
causing explosions and carrying out 
firebomb attacks on immigrant and refugee 
lodgings in various parts of Germany. One 
of these explosions resulted in the death of 
two people. 


* * * 


RAT RETURNING 


It is always pleasant to report the return of 
rats to the sinking ship. Despite his 
announcement that he had long since taken 
to the lifeboats, we were tickled to note 
that League of St. George veteran Mike 
Griffin is back, lashed to the wheel, helping 
Keith Thompson with the lay-out of League 
Review. 

This is in the evenings, of course. During 
the day “Mr Safe House” is a well-paid 
insurance salesman, plying his trade around 
the RAF bases of West London. 


* * * 


NOT BUSTED YET 


Latest on former Front member Buster 
Mottram (he of the drop shot and the half 
volley) and his attempt to get into 
Parliament comes from the Guardian 
(4.11.82). Apparently the Monday Club’s 
Repatriator-in-Chief, the dreaded Harvey 
Proctor, is planning to move from the 
present Basildon constituency to neigh- 
bouring Billericay at the next election, 
leaving the new Basildon constituency 
(both are being redrawn) free for Buster. 

Buster's dad told the Guardian that the 
bad-tempered tennis star (who views his 
Front membership as an organisational, 
though not ideological ‘“digression”) has 
been shortlisted for the constituency. 
Apparently, this is not yet official, but, 
according to Mrs Elizabeth Dines, chair- 
person of the party, branches may already 
be putting candidates on their own 
unofficial lists. 


WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 


A project in West London 
ee eee 


IN September we began a series 
of articles looking at ways anti- 
racists work in schools and 
youth clubs. This was in 
response to a lack of discussion 
about’ anti-racist work 
generally, the kind of long-term 
and often thankless job done by 
people who are committed but 
isolated. From talking to a 
number of youth workers and 
teachers it seemed that while 
there were no easy answers, it 
is very important to share 
experiences and_ techniques, 
whether successful or not. 

An increasing number of white youth 
workers have experience of working directly 
with young people who are strongly 
influenced by the National Front and 
British Movement. Phil Cohen, co-author 
of Knuckle Sandwich, embarked on a 
project in 1978-80 to research on racism and 
sexism in youth culture. This involved 
sustained work with a group of 12 white 
boys and two white girls (all skinheads) in 
an area of strong NF and BM influence. 
With two other experienced youth workers, 
Phil attempted to understand and to shift 
the racism of these young people, by getting 
them to talk about their own lives. 

During our discussion, Phil first outlined 
the four main approaches to anti-racist 
youth work, before going on to describe his 
own work in more detail. 

The dominant approach amongst 
teachers and youth workers starts from the 
premise that racism is irrational, or a 
product of ignorance. The antidote 
therefore is to inform young people, to give 
the facts about the history of the British 
Empire or immigration, for example. The 
idea is that, armed with a historical 
explanation for the movement of 
populations, young people will be able to 
see through and discard racist attitudes. 

The drawback to this approach is that it 
doesn’t understand how ideology works. 
Racists can use historical facts in exactly the 
same way to bolster their own views. 
Although a minority of kids, especially 
from middle class backgrounds, can be 
shifted by rationalist arguments, there are 
severe limits to this approach. 


Evangelical 


The second is the evangelical approach, 
which says that racism is immoral and 
appeals to a sense of common decency. 
Particularly middle class and mobile 
working class kids got involved in the Anti- 
Nazi League (and now CND) which had 
modernised this approach in a non- 


moralistic way. But moral passion is hard to 
sustain over a long period. Movements that 
spring up appealing to the idealism of youth 
can be effective for a short time against 
specific targets, but, as in the case of the 
ANL, they leave the deeper roots of racism 
untouched. 

The physical approach is based on the 
belief that the only language white racists 
can understand is the language of violence. 
Undoubtedly this has worked with some 
hard-core racists — in some areas kids 
acknowledge that it is too dangerous to be 
racist — but physical force often succeeds 
in pushing activity to another area. Of 
course the right of black people to self- 
defence in an area of racist violence is 
undisputed; self-defence is both useful and 
necessary. But as a tactic used by the left, 
physical force merely suppresses the more 
overt forms of racism, which can re-emerge 
when the opposition relents. 

Finally there is the appeal to experience, 
the attempt to get white youth to 
understand more about blacks. This is the 
multi-cultural approach, involving extra 
curricular activities like visiting temples and 
sampling different foods. This has serious 
drawbacks in that it starts by defining 
blacks as the problem. It can serve to 
reinforce prejudice as well. If the Hitler 
Youth had been prevailed upon to take 
lessons in Jewish cooking, this would 
hardly have halted the rise of nazism. 


Group discussion 


The aim of the project with the group of 
skinheads was to get them to reconstruct 
their own personal life histories in a non- 
racist way, to see their own lives and the 
history of the area where they lived in class 
terms rather than race. This was to be done 
through group discussion, with direction, 
rather than censorship, coming from the 
older youth workers. 

All of the young people in the group lived 
on the South Acton estate in West London. 
One of the largest in the city, it was built 
around the late 50s to rehouse people from 
the slums of Hammersmith. Moving to this 
estate meant having a better life. It was an 
architectural disaster, however, and there 
were no amenities built till relatively 
recently. 

The borders to the estate, which is 90 per 
cent white, run very much on race and class 
lines. On two sides it is sandwiched between 
the High Street, where part of the old Town 
Hall is used as a black youth centre, and on 
the other side a railway line, which divides 
the estate from a lower middle class 
residential area. It is surrounded on both 
sides by owner-occupied terrace houses 
with a sizeable number of Asian and Afro- 
Caribbean families. 

The tenants association on the South 


Acton estate was at that time dominated by 
two white families, both active NF 
supporters. As some black families were 
moved into the newer blocks of flats, the 
tenants association began to make 
connections between the ‘influx of blacks’ 
and the deterioration of the estate. There 
was a youth centre building which had been 
closed down after fights between black and 
white youth. The fact that black youth had 
a large and visible gathering place in the old 
Town Hall was also exploited for all it was 
worth. 

The project that Phil was working on 
started not on the actual estate but in a 
centre in one of the side streets. It was being 
used by a group of white skinheads who 
were either unemployed or not bothering 
with school. In spite of their reputation as a 
rough gang, they turned out to be 
charming, witty and sociable, the ‘style 
leaders’ of the estate. They were busy 
getting themselves a political education 
through reading, and some of them were 
members of the NF, or claimed to be. 


Collective history 


The first step was to set up discussion 
groups twice a week which were taped. The 
group was asked to talk about their own 
lives and their experiences of growing up 
and moving to the estate. Then they moved 
on to talk about the history of the area, 
which has strong trade union and socialist 
traditions, and which they knew next to 
nothing about. An elderly trade unionist 
was invited to come and talk about local 
struggles in the 30s, and the group was 
clearly interested in what he had to say. The 
aim of these sessions was to relate the 
individual autobiographies to the collective 
history, and to find out at what point 
racism entered their lives. Racist remarks 
were only challenged if the kids tried to 
jump forward and re-interpret their earlier 
experiences in racist terms. 

The next session was spent exploring the 
dimensions of their racism, trying to find 
out how it was that they blamed everything 
on blacks. The discussion, which was also 
taped, was not censored at all. It emerged 
that most of them were slightly afraid of 
Afro-Caribbean youth, and envied their 
solidarity — there was no such unity 
amongst the white youth on the estate. It 
was also clear that they had a great deal of 
pride in their area and that they had a very 
strong sense of South Acton being their 
‘territory’. 

Playing back these tapes had a dramatic 
effect on them, as they had never really 
listened to themselves before. For some of 
the group this was a turning point (one later 
became involved in anti-racist activities) 
though the hard-core were never really 
touched. There was often a division right 
down the middle of the group at this time. 
The hard-core NF supporters would argue, 
for example, that it was the Jews behind the 
blacks who were to blame. This became a 
joke to the others, who simply couldn’t 
relate this theory to their own experiences. 
Getting people to laugh at racism is part of 
the battle. 


Tenants association 
The work with the group ended abruptly 


7 


when the youth centre was burnt down in 
mysterious circumstances. There had been a 
series of fights between black and white 
youths on the estate where the white youths 
had been able to enlist the support of their 
elders. They had also organised a petition 
protesting about the behaviour of both 
blacks and the police and the tenants 
association were very hostile to Phil’s 
presence. 

In conclusion, it was clear that the 
project had only been effective with a 
minority of the group. With the hard-core, 
purely educational work can’t shift deeply 
held racist beliefs. According to Phil, the 
main lesson was that this kind of work 
requires having a political base in the area. 
These three individuals were working 
unofficially as youth workers, with no 
back-up and no other premises which they 
could use. Nor was their work part of a co- 
ordinated anti-racist initiative in West 
London. It also showed that it is not 
possible to work with young people in 
isolation from their parents, as in this case 
the NF dominated tenants association made 
anti-racist work much more difficult. 

Anti-racist work with young people who 
face a life on the dole must begin by looking 
at their own experience and how they see 
themselves. In future issues we hope to look 
at other examples where this kind of 
approach has been effective. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ NORTHFIELD NF NOT BANNED 


On 23 October, a group of National Front 
supporters marched from Rubery to a meeting in 
a school at Northfield, Birmingham. The 
demonstration was in support of the NF 
candidate in the Northfield by-election, Ian 
Anderson. The NF seemed surprised that Sir 
Philip Knights, West Midlands Chief Constable, 
had allowed the march, as previous NF marches 
have been banned. 

Halfway along the route the NF held a rally at 
Cofton Park and posed for photographs. They 
had apparently planned the Cofton Park meeting 
because they expected their march to be banned. 
An NF march planned for Peckham, South 
London, on the same day, was banned. 

The NF managed to muster 75 stalwarts, 
mostly young men, but including Andrew Brons 
of the NF, and Peter Marriner, ex-Midlands 
organiser of British Movement. The marchers 
chanted ‘“‘We’ve got to get rid of the blacks’, 
and sang football songs. 

The fascists were unopposed until well into 
Northfield itself, when they were heckled by 
about 30 opponents. Anderson polled ??? votes 
in the election. 


e@ YORK — POLICE HELP BNP FASCISTS 


York police claimed that they ferried van loads 
of British National Party fascists at the end of a 
demonstration in York because they wanted to 
avoid confrontation with anti-fascist 
demonstrators. However, the police did nothing 
to break up large groups of fascists wearing 
racist badges who roamed the streets after the 
march before the anti-fascists had dispersed. 

In June 1982, Searchlight reported that police 


election meeting in Peckham. 


NW London NF organiser Graham John takes a swing at a photographer during the ‘public’ 


PUSSY-FOOTING IN PECKHAM 


POSSIBLY the commonest questions asked 
by press and political celebrities during the 
Peckham by-election were: How large is the 
black community? How many languages do 
‘they’ speak? In spite of this sudden 
concern, and the presence of not one but 
two fascist candidates, racism was barely on 
the election agenda of the three main 
parties. 

Webster, the NF candidate, by contrast, ran a 
one-issue campaign in typical style. Leafletting 
and flyposting were done throughout the 
constituency by a large group which intimidated 
residents and assaulted one Labour canvasser. 
The campaign leaflet, Whites Unite, called for 
repatriation of all black people and the smashing 
of the IRA. 

Stage two was a planned march from 
Camberwell to Peckham on the Saturday before 
polling day. The SDP and Labour candidates 
and the (Labour) Southwark Council all asked 
for it to be banned, and after some delay a ban 
was imposed on all demonstrations within three 
London boroughs. 

Even before the ban, the NF applied to the 
Council to use a hall the same Saturday 
afternoon. The Council refused and in no time 
Webster had a court declaration that under 
electoral law he was entitled to a hall. Still the 
Council refused, so Webster applied again to 
court. An order was immediately given and court 
officials actually cut their way into the hall to 
help the meeting go ahead. 

Then, on the eve of the poll, Webster applied 
to have the Mayor and the two Councillors 
responsible committed for contempt. The case 
was postponed until after this issue went to press, 
but the judge spoke strongly against the 
‘‘monstrous contempt’’ that had been shown. 

The NF could hardly have hoped for more 
publicity. While they cannot get coverage in the 
local press — the South East London Mercury 
doesn’t report them on principle — their High 


Court dramas captured all the headlines. 

The Webster campaign also showed up the 
limited nature of the anti-racism of the other 
parties. It was quite respectable to denounce NF 
policies and Taverne (SDP) even referred the 
Whites Unite leaflet to the DPP for prosecution. 
But the Tories and SDP would not support the 
Council’s stand as this was against the law. 

Except for the NF, ‘racism’ itself hardly came 
up as such — it is now converted into the 
establishment code of crime. Burglaries and 
‘mugging’ were constant themes of the Tories, 
the SDP and the press, and there was little doubt 
about whom they were talking about. ‘‘More 
police on the beat’’ was an agreed solution, with 
only Labour arguing for a London police 
authority and scarcely a thing said about political 
policing or community complaints about the 
notorious Carter Street station. 

Despite the constant hammering on Labour’s 
internal divisions, no one showed up the 
Conservative splits over immigration rules, 
though the changes were even then being 
announced. In the SDP, Stephen Haseler’s links 
with the American New Right went unpunished. 
Maybe these were not ‘the issues’ in the 
campaigns, but why not? Even Labour’s policy 
statement made to black community groups was 
not widely publicised. For the Right ‘the law’ 
was either a disguise for continuing racism or a 
positive instrument for promoting it. For the 
Left, combating racism was little more than 
responding to the initiatives of the National 
Front. If there is one mould of British politics 
which must be broken, this is it. 


POLL: 28 October 1982 


Boaks (White Res) ................:ceeeeeeeeees 102 
cP e Es Serre er 11,139 
REN WOO AOOID os o55 cos es css nges nc gecvessaes 2,800 
Paverne (OU) ooo as sao eens see ease ced 7,418 
WebsterNi) a... ic. cee hesessciereesss= 874 


Turnout: 38.15% 
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in Blackpool had given National Front members 
lifts in their vans, and help in delivering leaflets 
at an NF march. 

The BNP held their 80 strong march and rally 
at Acomb, near York, on 23 October. The details 
of the march had been kept secret. The BNP 
supporters were addressed by John Wood, 
Sheffield organiser of the League of St. George; 
David Bruce, national activities organiser of the 
BNP, who claimed a BNP group had been 
formed in York; Tony Braithwait and Ray Hill. 

Over 200 anti-fascists who gathered in St. 
Sampson’s Square, were prevented from getting 
near the fascists by a double police cordon. A 
large number of police were on duty, but the 
police refused to give numbers. Counter 
demonstrators included members of the Labour 
Party, Socialist Workers’ Party and the York 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism, which 
had earlier leafletted the city centre. 


Community leaders and York Community 
Relations Council had called for the march to be 
banned. In addition, 27 academics from York 
University signed a letter condemning the 
policies and tactics of the BNP. 


@ NF MAN ALLOWED BACK IN UNION 

A man who stood as a National Front candidate 
in a council election has been reinstated in his 
trade union. 

National officials of NALGO, the Town Hall 
union, overruled a decision by Islington NALGO 
branch to expel John Donegan (52). Donegan 
had stood as an NF candidate in the Greater 
London Council elections last year. 

Islington branch said they expelled Donegan 
for bringing the union into disrepute by referring 
to his NALGO membership in an NF leaflet. An 
appeal tribunal decided to reinstate Donegan. 
Uslington Gazette 22.10.82.) 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


KKK REGROUP 


A NEW “‘Confederation’’ of Ku Klux 
Klan groups has been formed in the 
United States, on an initiative from the 
Georgia-based National States Rights 
Party, which has extensive contacts 
with British fascist groups in general, 
and John Tyndall in particular. 


The Confederation was formed on 
Labour Day, at a traditional Klan gathering 
at Stone Mountain, Georgia, site of the 
Klan’s revival meeting in 1915. (Founded 
during reconstruction after the Civil War, 
the Klan had become virtually extinct 
before the release of D.W. Griffiths’ Birth 
of a Nation, the silent classic which lauded 
the Klan’s activities.) Billed as the largest 
gathering of Klan leaders since the Second 
World War, the Labour Day convocation 
was attended by a large number of well- 
known (and well-convicted) Klan 
hatchetmen, including: 

@Sam Bowers (White Knights of 


Mississippi), convicted for the murders of 
three Civil Rights campaigners in 1964; 
@Robert Miles of the Michigan Klan, 
convicted of bombing ten school buses in 
1971 in Pontiac; 
e J.B. Stoner, of the National States Rights 
Party, recently released after serving a 
sentence for his part in the Birmingham, 
Alabama, bombing of a black church (in 
which four children died); 
@Don Black, former Imperial Wizard of 
the Alabama-based National Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, who stands convicted of 
violating US neutrality laws for attempting 
to overthrow the Government of Dominica. 
Black himself emerged as ‘‘Grand 
Wizard’’ of the new ‘‘Confederation of 
Klans’’, but it is clear that the most 
prestigious member of the organisation will 
be Dr Edward Fields, also of the National 
States Rights Party, who recently formed 
his own, Georgia-based ‘‘New Order 
Knights’’ of the KKK. This move was seen 


‘Without the women, we wouldn’ t 
have the Klan’ 


it is only recently that women have been allowed to be fully fledged members of the Klan. David 
Duke, who became Grand Wizard of the Knights of the KKK in 1974, bestowed the title of Grand 
Gennii on his wife, Chloe, and opened the K/an’s ranks to all the women who had until then acted 

as auxiliaries in the background. Now women make up one-third of the total membership, 
according to Don Black. Edward Richards, West Virginia Grand Dragon of the National Knights | 

says: “Without the women, we wouldn't have the Klan”. 

in a special report published by the Manchester Evening News (30.10.82), Nancy Shulins 
describes how many of these women are motivated by a mixture of religious zeal and almost 
acism. One of the women she spoke to told her, “The only church | go to now is the 

you feel like you're doing right, you feel closer to God’. Another woman said, 

he ee we have mixed and mingled, and that’s totally against God's law”. They 

orili 9 welfare pi ie in fighting ore —-, They believe “ 


g ceremonies on equal footing with the men, and they a — 
vomen Nancy Shulins spoke to denied that the Klan was a 


Don Black, 29, Grand Wizard of the new 
Confederation. 


at the time as a significant change of tactics 
for the NSRP, which, while retaining 
strong Klan links, has always sought to 
remain at a little distance from the various 
organisations. The NSRP has always had 
strong links with British fascist groups 
(including the National Front). Both Fields 
and Stoner have visited Britain as guests of 
the Front (often en route to or from the 
annual European fascist get-together at 
Diksmuide in Belgium), and John Tyndall 
made several visits to the United States as a 
guest of the NSRP, and was lavishly praised 
in their newspaper (The Thunderbolt) for 
his pains. 

Another prominent figure with British 
connections at the Stone Mountain meeting 
was David Duke, who made a well- 
publicised visit to Britain in 1978, appearing 
on television and attending NF meetings. 
Duke in fact wound up his Louisiana-based 
Klan two years ago, to form a non-Klan 
group (the ‘‘National Association for the 
Advancement of White People’’). His 
attendance at Stone Mountain, however, 
demonstrates that he views the new 
Confederation as a potential break-through 
for the fractured and discredited Klan 
groupings. 

There were two major Klan groups not in 
attendance, however. Robert Shelton of the 
United Klans of America was not present, 
and Lousiana’s Bill Wilkinson was not 
invited, following his admission that he had 
provided information to the FBI. 
(Wilkinson’s exclusion gives particular 
poignancy to a ‘“‘special mini-edition”’ of 
his paper The Klansman, published in 
October, which ran a massive front-page 
headline: ‘‘KU KLUX KLAN CALLS FOR 
WHITE UNITY’’.) 

Despite the absence of Shelton and 
Wilkinson, Don Black claimed to reporters 
that the merged groups had some 60,000 
members, around 80 per cent of all Klan 
members in the United States. According to 
the authoritative National Anti-Klan 
Network, the foundation of the 
Confederation will allow Klan groups to 
put some order into their chaotic finances, 
and recruit more full-time organisers.” 


P2/BOLIVIA 
DEATH 
SQUADS 
LINK-UP 


If the allegations of P2’s ‘‘supergrass’’ Elio 
Ciolini (Searchlight 88) are correct, the nazi 
hit-team which carried out the 1980 
Bologna station bombing also doubled-up 
as a death squad for the Bolivian military 
junta, and were involved in Bolivia’s 
lucrative cocaine trade. 

Ciolini, as Searchlight reported in 
October, has claimed that the P2 Masonic 
Lodge recruited a team led by Stefano delle 
Chiaie to bomb the railway station as part 
of a destabilisation plot to provoke a 
military coup in Italy. Following the seizure 
of power by Bolivia’s new democratically- 
minded government, one of the gang, 
Pierluigi Pagliai, was captured and 
wounded, and handed over to the Italian 
police. Delle Chiaie, also targetted for 
arrest, evaded capture, and Pagliai has 
since died of his wounds in Italy. 

It is now becoming clear, however, that 
delle Chiaie and his Bolivian-based gang 
were not just a group of fugitives “‘holed- 
up’? in South America. Under the 
leadership of wanted war criminal Klaus 
Altman, they operated in Bolivia as the 
‘‘Fiancés of Death’’, a death-squad 
responsible for the murder of trades 
unionists and opponents of the regime. In 
1980 they were actively involved in the coup 
which brought to power the junta led by 
Colonel Luis Garcia Meza, a coup in which 
Altman, destined to become the regimes’ 
security adviser, was involved. Altman is 
wanted by the French and West German 
government for atrocities committed during 
the Second World War. As Gestapo chief in 
Lyons he earned the title ‘“The Butcher of 
Lyons’’. He was held responsible for 4,000 
murders and 7,500 deportations. 

The ‘‘Fiancés of Death’’ lived mainly in 
the cocaine-producing province of 
Cochabamba, where they also worked as 
bodyguards for some of the leading figures 
in Bolivia’s cocaine trade. Although the 
death-squad was organised by Altman, it 
was under the ultimate political control of 
Interior Minister General Arce Gomez, 
later the regime’s military attache in Buenos 
Aires. 

The link with Argentina does not stop 
there. Pagliai was known to travel there 
frequently under the name Mario Bonomi. 
Both Garcia Meza and Arce Gomez are 
now esconced in Buenos Aires, along with a 
third junta member Colonel Freddy 
Quiroga, and Stefano delle Chiaie, who are 
reported to have crossed the border 
together. 

Altman, however, remains in La Paz, 
confident that the Bolivian nationality and 
passport given to him years ago by former 
president Hugo Banzer will protect him. 
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MINISTERIO DEL INTERIOR 
Direcetéa Dptal de Receudocionss 
6. 1_i_o 

CIOLINI 
cago: inspector 


Above, Joachim Fiebelkorn training on 
horseback; left, photographed in Bolivia by 
a friend; below left, Bolivian identity card 
belonging to Elio Ciolini. 


The government has announced that it will 
respond favourably to requests for his 
extradition from France and West Germany 
and the French authorities are known to be 
preparing such a request, but Altman may 
be placing his faith in the declared view of 
the Reagan administration, that Bolivia’s 
democratic departure will not last for more 
than six months. 

Also connected to Argentina, of course, 
is former P2 boss Licio Gelli, accused of 
ordering the Bologna attack. Quite apart 
from his high-level financial and political 
contacts in Argentina, he possessed an 
Argentine diplomatic passport as an 
honorary consul, and was recently praised 
on Argentine Radio by Admiral Massera as 
someone who had given ‘‘unquestionable 
aid for national security and helped to 
improve our image abroad’’. Gelli is known 
to have established P2 lodges in Argentina 
(Searchlight 89) and the Argentine junta 
has recently closed down a weekly magazine 
which has been investigating leading 
politicians, military men and financiers 
linked to P2. 

Six men have been named in warrants 
issued by Italian magistrates investigating 
the Bologna outrage. Delle Chiaie is 
probably in Argentina; Maurizio Giorgi is 
already in an Italian jail on other charges; 
Pagliai is dead; Olivier Danet is protesting 
his innocence from a French jail where he is 
serving a sentence for arms trafficking; and 
Joachim Fiebelcorn, who gave himself up 
to police in Frankfurt, was released almost 
immediately despite an Interpol warrant 
being issued. The whereabouts of the sixth, 
Alfredo Graniti, are not known. 

Fiebelcorm was one of the key figures in 
the Bolivian operation, serving with the 
‘*Fiancés of Death’’ and on behalf of the 
generals when they took power in 1980. 

Italian investigating magistrate Gentile 
says that he has ‘‘not just indications, but 
definite proof of their guilt’’. Police in 
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Milan, investigating the wider aspects of the 
P2 scandal, now have the results of a 
second post mortem, carried out in Italy, 
on the body of dead banker Roberto Calvi. 
Calvi, found hanging beneath Blackfriars 
Bridge in July was the founder of the Banco 
Ambrosiano, which collapsed following a 
financial scandal, and a prominent P2 
colleague of Lucio Gelli. Together with the 
financier Michele Sindona they planned 
massive frauds to channel funds to right- 
wing groups and regimes in Latin America. 
Calvi’s widow, who has never accepted the 
suicide verdict of the London Coroner’s 
Court, recently claimed that he had been 
murdered, and that his murder was 
connected to the affairs of P2. 


PORTUGAL 


KROHN: “NO 
REGRETS” 


The right-wing Spanish priest accused of 
trying to kill the Pope on his visit to 
Portugal earlier this year has told the court 
where he is on trial that he does not regret 
his actions. 

Father Juan Fernandez Krohn also 
admitted that the attack was premeditated, 
defending it with the claim that the Pope 
was part of the communist threat to 
civilisation. 

Krohn is a follower of the French 
fundamentalist Archbishop Marcel 
Levebvre, and has in the past been 
associated with fascist organisations in 
Spain. If convicted, he faces a possible 20 
years gaol sentence. 

His trial was suspended at the end of the 
first day, when the three presiding judges 
ordered that he be transferred to a Lisbon 
psychiatric hospital for reports on his 
mental health. 


Juan Fernandez Krohis: | 


SOUTH AFRICA 


BOTHA PICKS UP SUPPORT 


RECENT by-election results suggest that 
Prime Minister P.W. Botha may have 
arrested the drift of support away from his 
ruling National Party to the even more 
right-wing Conservative Party and 
Herstigte National Party. 

Although there is clearly still dissension 
amongst the National Party’s traditional 
supporters, the party managed to secure 
victories in four important parliamentary 
by-elections and three provincial council 
elections. Runners-up in the polls were the 
Conservative Party, recently launched by 
Dr Andreis Treurnicht, after a split from 
the National Party. The HNP, itself born 
out of a similar split in 1968, came third. 

The founder of the HNP, Dr Albert 
Herzog, who led the 1968 defections, died 
in Pretoria in early November. Herzog, 
formerly a minister in the Vorster 
government, left the NP when Vorster 
proposed to allow multi-racial sports teams 
from abroad to tour South Africa. A few 
MPs followed him into the new HNP, but 
all lost their seats when Vorster called a 
surprise election in 1970. Herzog left the 
HNP in 1977, and more recently has been 
associated with the even more extreme 
Afrikaaner Resistance Movement. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


IRISH SOLDIER FORMER NAZI 
SYMPATHISER 


THE Irish army private from Belfast who 
was the only witness to the mysterious 
killing of three Irish soldiers in the Lebanon 
last month was associated in the late 70s 
with the tiny neo-nazi National Socialist 
Irish Workers Party (NSIWP). Private 
Michael McAleavy used to distribute 
leaflets for the NSIWP and put up swastika 
stickers at St Thomas’s school where he was 
a pupil until 1979, according to teachers 
and former pupils there. 

The NSIWP operates from an address in 
Eugene Street in Dublin 8. A recent issue of 
The Phoenix advertised material from the 
Ku Klux Klan in USA and other American 
far right groups. The party’s British wing is 
called the National Socialist Party UK, 
which has tiny branches in Liverpool and 
Birmingham. 

One of McAleavy’s teachers, Mr Fergus 
O’Hare, who taught him in 1978-9, said 
that he had also tried to recruit other pupils 
at St Thomas’ School. Mr O’Hare, who is 
also a People’s Democracy Belfast city 
councillor, said that at one point teachers 
complained to the head teacher about 
McAleavy’s activities. 

A former pupil at the school said he used 
to attend meetings organised by Private 
McAleavy. He said McAleavy had given 
him and other boys books and leaflets 
about Adolf Hitler, the nazi party and the 
SS. He said that they had discussed the 
setting up of a branch in West Belfast and 
starting their own news sheet. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ YOUNG NAZIS DAUBED SLOGANS 


Four young boys have appeared in court at 
Milton Keynes, accused of damaging walls. All 
four, members of the nazi November 9th 
Society, admitted the offence. The charges 
followed an outbreak of fascist activity (reported 
in September’s Searchlight). 

Kevin Brown (17), a trainee butcher, of 
Windsor Street, Wolverton, admitted a number 
of offences, including damage to a shop owned 
by Asians, and to a house occupied by a West 
Indian family. The house was daubed with two 
feet high lettering, with a swastika in red paint 
besides each word. 

Brown, who has previous convictions for 
burglary and criminal damage, was ordered to do 
60 hours community service on each charge. He 
was also ordered to pay £180 compensation, and 
£10 costs. 

Prosecuting solicitor, Mr Peter Ross, said that 
Brown was heavily involved with the November 
the 9th organisation. 

‘‘He claims to have obtained a certain rank 
and has indicated to the police that he expected 
to achieve a higher rank within the Society on the 
basis of this court appearance’’. 

Brown’s solicitor claimed that he had now left 
the group. 

The three juveniles were remanded to the 
Juvenile Court for sentence. (Milton Keynes 
Express 13.10.82.) 


@ NF THUG SENTENCED 


A long time member of the National Front was 
given a suspended sentence for his part in a 
violent attack on a political meeting. The man 
had a previous suspended sentence for political 
violence in 1979. 

A Young Socialists meeting in Rotherham, in 
October 1981, was violently attacked by a group 
of National Front supporters who’d been to an 
NF rally (Searchlight December 1981). A dozen 
NF supporters attacked the meeting, causing 
over £200 damage and injuring at least three 
Young Socialists. 

Before Sheffield Crown Court was Tony 
Cooper (28), a miner, of Wood Road, 
Kimberworth Park. He was seen at the meeting 
with a chair raised above his head. He admitted 
damaging property belonging to the Workers’ 
Education Association. 

Cooper, who has been a member of the NF for 
five years, was given a sentence of three months 
imprisonment, suspended for two years, ordered 
to pay £100 compensation, and up to £250 
towards costs. (South Yorkshire Advertiser, 
Rotherham 8.10.82.) 


@ ORANGE LODGES PARADE THROUGH 
PLYMOUTH 


On 24 October, Orange Lodges in Plymouth held 
a march and wreath laying ceremony, on the 
Hoe. 

Earlier, Bill Elder (56), an Orange Lodge 
‘‘Worshipful Master’’, addressed a British 
National Party rally. Elder told the BNP 
meeting, attended by former National Front 
leader John Tyndall, that the Pope’s visit to 
Britain had been ‘‘a threat to National 
sovereignty’’. 

A spokesperson for the Orange Lodges, John 
Hunter, claimed that there were now four lodges 
in Plymouth, with 150 members. (Western 
Morning News, Plymouth 25.10.82.) 
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New BM 
publication 
gives 
paramilitary 
advice 


WHENEVER a new fascist publication 
appears and declares that it is 
‘‘independent’’ and ‘‘unconnected 
with any organisation or periodical in 
Britain or overseas’’, one knows to 
look for connections with familiar 
organisations and periodicals. In the 
case of The Mercenary, which has just 
made its debut, one doesn’t have to 
look far. 

' The announcement of total independence 
and lack of connections states that The 
Mercenary is ‘‘printed and published by 
Phoenix Publications’’. Just by 
coincidence, of course, Phoenix happens to 
be the name of the British Movement’s 
magazine; and if the same printing presses 
seem to be employed in the production of 
both Phoenix and The Mercenary, then one 
can note that the address of the publishers 
of The Mercenary is coincidentally the same 
as that of. both Phoenix, the publication, 
and British Movement, the organisation. 

That little mystery was scarcely difficult 
to clarify, and the contents of The 
Mercenary give a clue why BM should go 
through their little charade of dissociation. 
Despite the main story on the front page, 
which warns against a Soviet plan to invade 
Britain and, inter alia to arrest ‘‘each bobby 
on the beat’’, the main thrust of this 
magazine is more directly and disturbingly 
violent. As the title indicates, the magazine 
seeks a specialist readership of mercenaries, 
either by directing the run-of-the-mill BM 
thug to the life of the mercenary or vice 
versa. 

The whole magazine is permeated by the 
military, or more properly the paramilitary, 
motif. Its symbol, proudly displayed on 
three separate pages in this first issue, is a 
silhouetted army-type charging with fixed 
bayonette. Another story, which could 
serve as an editorial, is entitled ‘The 
mercenary is still needed’ and is illustrated 
by a drawing of a sub-machine gun and a 
photo of a corpse with half a leg shot off 
(presumably both images are just the sort of 
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thing which excites the imagination of the 
potential BM mercenary). The article 
implies that the mercenary will never be 
short of employment opportunities. 

Another piece is written by someone 
calling themselves Sgt. Pete Brawley, who 
wishes to share his knowledge about “‘the 
art of resistance’? and who offers hints 
about the concealment of weaponry: 
‘‘Never keep arms in your home or 
anybody else’s home or place of work. 
Conceal them in the countryside and never 
tell anybody where they are’’. There 
follows some hints about how to bury the 
said weaponry safely. 

What is of note is not the Sergeant’s 
information about oily cloths wrapped 
around the breach or the lump of wax to be 
stuffed down the nuzzle of one’s concealed 
weaponry, but the fact that the BM is 
considering it useful to tell its members how 
to stockpile armaments. Moreover, the 
countryside, it appears, is not only to 
function as a cache for weapons, but also as 
a fascist training-ground. 


Living it rough 


A short piece entitled ‘Reconnaissance 
Patrol’ (actually we’ve improved upon the 
original spelling) is designed to help readers 
train themselves to get to know the military 
potentialities of the countryside near to 
their homes. There’s a whole list of 
information which the potential mercenary 
should obtain about the country, in order 
to be able to answer the question: ‘“How 
long could a group or groups of four men 
live in the area selected whilst keeping a low 
profile?”’. Next issue, we are told, “‘will 
give you the lowdown on what clothes to 
wear, what spares to carry — and what 
equipment you will need for living it 
rough’’. 

The aim of the magazine, to judge by the 
advertisements, is to train readers in all 
manner of military skills. There’s the 
booklet Total Resistance which claims to be 
a guide to “guerilla warfare and under- 
ground operations’’, and a number of US 
Army Field Manuals, which will instruct 
one about ‘‘unconventional warfare devices 
and techniques’, plus a sprinkling of other 
American imports dealing with the 
techniques of ‘survivalism’. Another 
article, reporting on survivalism in the 
States, talks about those unconventional 
sorts of weaponry, which are easier to carry 
around towns and airplanes than ordinary 
guns: 


“‘Then there are swordsticks and 
‘nunchako’ sticks, a concealed plastic or 
steel knife; an icepick that looks like a 
fountain pen, brass knuckle-dusters, 
tear-gas guns, electric shock devices and 
weapons up-dated from the Middle Ages 
such as one device on a 9-link chain that 
is designed to be swung round in a 
circle. ”” 


Just in case the average BM member has 
failed to get the message, The Mercenary is 


emblazoned with 
military silhouette and fixed bayonette and 


offering ‘Tee-Shirts’ 
bearing the legend ‘Re-Arm Now’. 
Moreover, it states optimistically that 
“every red-blooded male in the country is 
eager for a copy of The Mercenary’. And 
to cap it all there’s a little bit about the 
value of taking mercenary orders: ‘‘It takes 
a real man to carry out an order .. . It is 
taking orders that separates the men from 
the boys’’ and so on and so forth. 

This sort of stuff about taking orders is 
just the type of thing one comes to expect 
from John Tyndall, now firmly established 
as the Leader of the British National Party. 
And sure enough the first issue of his 
party’s youth magazine, Young Nationalist, 
goes on about the need to be ‘‘united under 
a new generation of determined leaders”’. 


Punkish rabbles 


But then there’s something relatively odd 
(and oddity can only be relative in the crazy 
world of the lunatic fringe). When Tyndall 
broke away from the NF to found his own 
party, he let it be known that he was going 
to be Leader of some elite group, far 
removed from the hooligan, punkish 
rabbles of the National Front and British 
Movement. However, just as the British 
Movement seem to be attempting to foster a 
more organised and clandestine sort of 
supporter, so Tyndall seems to be making a 
play for the undisciplined skinhead 
element. 

Previously Tyndall has always been 
rather snooty about the mores and music of 
the skins, recommending his supporters to 
enjoy Germanic military marches and in 
lighter moments a touch of Gilbert and 
Sullivan. Now, however, Young Nationalist 
has its own music column written by one 
Chris Barber (no relation to the chap who 
used to lead a pleasant little jazz band a few 
years back), and the latest and most racist 
of ‘Oi’ music is recommended. The enemy 
is disco-music (Tyndall’s favourite 
marching ditties don’t even get a mention) 
as Young Nationalist’s musical expert 
declares: ‘‘Disco and its melting pot 
pseudo-philosophy must be fought or 
Britain’s streets will be full of black 
worshipping Soul Boys’’. 

Reading between the lines of these two 
latest recruits to the ever changing world of 
fascist bibliography, one can discern an 
underlying pattern. The British National 
Party is bidding to increase its membership 
and this means being prepared to take the 
sorts of youngsters who may provide the 
shock troops in the short run but are 
unlikely to conform to the Tyndall vision in 
the longer run. However, many of these 
thug elements have supported the BM in the 
recent past, and if the British Movement is 
feeling the loss of this element, it is 
attempting to compensate by attracting the 
organised professional nasties. Either way, 
the fascists are preparing for a violent 
future in which violent orders will be either 
obeyed or just as violently disobeyed. 


RACIAL 


VIOLENCE 


Southall 


Over the last two or three months Southall has 
been the scene of increasing racial violence. 
CARF reports below on three of the worst 
attacks. 

19 year old Andy Anderson has been scarred 
for life after a man viciously slashed him across 
the face with a Stanley knife. He needed over 40 
stitches to his wounds and was kept in hospital 
for a week. His mother Rose commented: ‘‘I 
don’t know how he is going to get through life 
with such a scar. People should be able to walk 
the streets whatever their colour’. (Southall 
Gazette 1.10.82.) 

A fight began outside the White Hart pub after 
a group of white youths made ‘ape noises’ at 
black youths. Police soon intervened and one 
policeman was hit with a fence post. Several 
black youths were arrested and charged with 
using threatening behaviour and assault. No 
white youths were arrested. PC Alistair Bruce 
told Ealing Magistrates he did not think the ape 
noises used to provoke the black youths could be 
classed as threatening words or a breach of the 
peace. (Southall Gazette 8.10.82.) 

A young Asian mother and her baby son who 
live on the Golf Links Estate returned home one 
evening to find a lighted rag had been pushed 
through her letterbox and the mat was on fire. 
Neighbours said that Mrs Varma had been 
troubled many times by youths banging on her 
door. She has now been advised to nail up her 
letter box and protect it with a metal grille. 
(Southall Gazette 29.10.82.) 


Attack on school disco 


A large number of skinheads gatecrashed a 
convent school disco and chanted NF slogans at 
black schoolboys. A fight broke out and a 
religious statue was damaged and so were 
hundreds of pounds worth of windows. Word 
had gone round Barnstaple that a disco was 
being held but the youths were refused 
admittance because it was a private function. 
One boy who admitted smashing a window was 
placed under a supervision order for 12 months. 
(Western Morning News 16.10.82.) 


Restaurant smashed up 


£500 worth of damage was caused when vandals 
hurled bricks through the windows of an Indian 
restaurant in Borehamwood. There have been 
persistent attacks on staff and the restaurant 
which police believe ‘‘have a racial motive’’. 
Nobody was hurt in this latest incident. 
(Borehamwood, Elstree, Radlett & Edgware Post 
28.10.82.) 


Attacker jailed 


A man who took part in a racial attack on two 
black men was jailed for six months at Middlesex 
Crown Court. The two men were walking home 
after a visit to a pub when a group of white men 
approached them. One of the black men was hit 
across the face for no reason at all and both were 
referred to as ‘‘muggers’’ and ‘‘black bastards’’. 
The Recorder of the court told 35 year old 
Graham Brown he was being sent to prison ‘‘as 
an example to others who might contemplate 
similar behaviour’’. (Shepherds Bush Gazette 
21.10.82.) 


Family under threat 


An Asian family say they have faced racial 
harassment nearly every day since moving into a 
council house at Highfield, Sheffield more than a 
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where they have been campaigning for several months to get police to drop charges 
against Pino Khan. He was arrested last March and charged with wounding with intent 
to cause grievous bodily harm after being involved in a fight with three white men. The 
white men were released without being charged. The Defence Committee were also 
protesting about the increase in racial attacks in Birmingham and the failure of police to 
take any action. The address of the campaign, if you require further information or want 
to give support, is the Pino Khan Defence Committee, c/o Box 12, 134 Alcester Rd, 


Birmingham B13 8EE (021-771 3567). 


year ago. Fires have been lit outside their home, 
windows smashed with stones and bottles and 
attempts made to kick the front door down when 
the family were in bed. Asian community 
workers have taken up the family’s case and 
claim the police have failed to protect the family. 
(The Star 29.10.82.) 


Harrow 


Racial violence is increasing in Harrow and CRC 
officials fear the number of attacks reported to 
them might only be the “‘tip of the iceberg’’. 
Anjali Arya, assistant CRO, commented: 
‘‘Many people still believe Harrow is a nice, 
white, middle-class area where there are no 
problems, but these things are happening here 
and it is not just the vulnerable who are being 
subjected to this harassment.’’ (Harrow 
Observer 29.10.82.) 


Pupils called on to strike 


Schoolchildren in Newham, East London are to 
be asked to hold a one-day strike in protest over 
racial attacks in local schools. The Newham 8 
Defence Campaign and the Newham Monitoring 
Project planned to leaflet local schools and 
colleges. Campaign secretary Unmesh Desai said 
there had been an increasing number of racial 
attacks in and around schools but the strike-call 
was slammed by Education Director James 
Pailing as ‘‘irresponsible’’ and ‘“‘illegal’’. 
(Newham Recorder 28.10.82.) 


Arson attack — Plaistow 


A molotov cocktail was hurled at the front door 
of Mr Ali Asghar’s grocery shop in Plaistow on 
Sunday night, 31 October. Mr Asghar had been 
subjected to attacks before, but there had been 
none for three years. ‘‘I have no doubt this latest 
attack was racial’’, he said. “‘I live alone and if 
this had happened during the middle of the night 
— and the flames had caught hold — I would not 
have been able to escape.’’ (Newham Recorder 
4.11.82.) 


Firebomber jailed 


A man who hurled a lighted wick inside a bottle 
of white spirit through a minicab firm’s window 
was jailed for 32 years after pleading guilty to 


attempted arson with intent to endanger life. The 
judge told him the sentence would have been 
longer had the motive been racial. The man had 
had an argument with the black men who ran the 
firm and returned the following night when he 
was drunk to attack their premises. The judge 
accepted his explanation that he intended to hurt 
the cab office ‘‘in the pocket’? and had no 
intention of hurting anybody. (South London 
Press 8.10.82.) 


Youth club attacked 


On the evening of 15 October, the Bangladeshi 
Youth Movement in the Berner Club in the East 
End of London, were expecting a party of some 
50 young Danish students from the International 
Continuation College who were coming to the 
UK on an exchange scheme. 

At about 9 pm, one of the part-time youth 
workers, Atiqur Rahman, saw three or four 
white youths opening the door of the clubroom. 
They came in and looked around and walked out 
without speaking to anyone. About 15 minutes 
later, Atiqur saw a large group of white youths 
gathering outside the club, with four or five older 
men seemingly in charge. He asked them if they 
were the people from Denmark, and they began 
to swear at him, shoting racist insults and trying 
to force their way into the building. 

Some of the youths had Japanese rice flails 
(nunchuku), others had knives and sticks. The 
rest threw stones and bricks into the club. 

Another youth worker quickly rang the police, 
and some of the younger Bengali boys shouted 
for help. The white youths tried to smash all the 
windows of the club, which luckily had iron 
cages over them. The police took ten minutes to 
arrive, by which time the white gang had run off, 
wrecking two parked cars belonging to residents 
of nearby flats before going. 

After following them, the police returned but 
did not take any statements from the youth 
workers. It was explained to them that the attack 
had been organised like a military operation and 
that the youths were not local. The police have 
not been back to see the youth workers about the 
matter since then. The Bengali Youth Movement 
and other organisations have since written to the 
police asking them what action they are going to 
take. 
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E. Cashmore. 
London. Routledge and Kegan Paul. 
1982. Paperback £5.95. 


Black Sportsmen. 


To think of this book as a study of the 
position of blacks in sport would be a 
mistake. First of all, it provides only a very 
rough and incomplete coverage of the 
various sports in which blacks are involved, 
and then largely on the basis of interview 
material gathered from talking to a sample 
of black ‘sportsmen’ (although a few black 
women are mentioned their position is not 
seriously analysed). Secondly, it becomes 
quite clear from Chapter One that 
Cashmore uses the information he has 
gathered on black youth and sport to make 
generalisations about their family 
backgrounds, educational achievements 
and their attitudes to society and work. 
The basic question that interests 
Cashmore is quite simple. As he argues at 
the beginning his approach was essentially 
one of asking what ‘‘makes black 
sportsmen tick’’, or more specifically how 
and why sport assumed the status of a 
central life interest for black kids. This is 
why he chose to concentrate his research on 
interviews with leading black sportsmen, 
and why he reproduces ten of these as 
appendices to individual chapters. There is 
much that is of interest in the disparate 
experiences of the various sportsmen that 
Cashmore has interviewed, e.g. the ideas of 
Maurice Hope and Cyrille Regis. In the 
study of blacks in this country there is 
undoubtedly much more than can be 


learned from utilising a life history 
approach. 
There are, nevertheless, two serious 


drawbacks with this approach which 
seriously mark this book and in the end 
question both the validity and the 
usefulness of its central arguments. 

Firstly, Cashmore relies so heavily on 
interview material with a limited number of 
individuals that he cannot situate either the 
historical or sociological validity of his 
arguments. Thus, by the end of Chapter 


Two we learn something about the general 
history of blacks’ involvement in sport in 
the USA and Britain. But Cashmore 
provides hardly any historical or 
sociological information which would help 
contextualise the involvement of blacks in 
sport in terms of the wide structures of 
political and institutionalised racism. The 
next ten chapters, by concentrating on 
individual experiences and _ personal 
perceptions, succeed in pushing these 
broader questions about racism further into 
the background. 

The second problem with the approach 
adopted by Cashmore is that by looking at 
the question simply from the standpoint of 
‘‘what makes black sportsmen tick’’ the 
book signally fails to say anything about the 
reactions of the (largely) white spectators to 
the ‘intrusion’ of blacks into ‘their’ sports. 
Anyone familiar with the terraces at Upton 
Park, Stamford Bridge or Millwall will 
know that reactions to black footballers 
have formed a ready made point of 
reference to fascist organisations. This, 
nevertheless, is an aspect of the ‘black 
sporting life’ which is not seriously analysed 
by Cashmore. 

This last point leads me to my main 
feeling in reading this book. Put bluntly, I 
found myself constantly asking what (if 
anything) was the author trying to say 
about blacks and sport that is either 
sociologically or politically interesting. On 
both accounts I must say that my answer 
was equally blunt: not much. And even 
when I could fathom out the basic 
arguments I found them both disturbing 
and infuriating. Cashmore draws the 
conclusion, for example, that the West 
Indian ‘‘family’s role in the education 
process is at best, non-productive and, at 
worst, destructive’’. Even though he goes 
on to argue that school experiences are the 
crucial factor in accounting for black youth 
channelling their efforts into sport, it is this 
image of the ‘failure’ of black families and 
communities as supportive and socialising 
agencies which haunts the book. 

There is undoubtedly a need for a 
careful, historically and _ sociologically 
based, study of racism and sport in British 
society. Unfortunately Cashmore’s study is 
not that, because it limits its field of vision 
to such an extent that it hardly looks at the 
wider society. No doubt bits of this book 
can be usefully read, but on the whole it is a 
disappointing stud John Solomos 


On 16 October, 3,000 Labour Party Young 
Socialists marched through Liverpool. At 
the same time almost 100 fascists were 
marching proudly through the streets of 
Fleetwood, Lancashire, less than 50 miles 
away. The National Front marchers, 
organised by ‘regional branch liaison 
officer’ Alvin Hanson, were gathering to 
protest at the decline of Fleetwood’s fishing 
industry, which is suffering badly in the 
current recession. Unemployment in the 
Fleetwood area is well over 15 per cent and 
this community, isolated from the main 
industrial centre and with a small but weak 
labour movement, provides just the right 
kind of breeding environment for 
enterprising fascists. 
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The march was opposed by a group of 22 


anti-fascists from Blackpool Trades 
Council, Burnley, Preston and Lancaster 
CARF groups. It was a cold and rainy 
afternoon and the enthusiasm of local 
skinheads hurling their insults at Asian 
comrades provided a sharp contrast to the 
disarray amongst the anti-fascist group. The 
opposition lacked effective leadership and 
suffered from poor organisation in the 
period prior to the march. Most worrying 
however, was the lax discipline observed 
amongst our people. This allowed two 
fascists to penetrate the anti-fascist 
grouping, leading to a fracas as the NF 
march moved down Lord Street. It allowed 
anti-fascists to be split up into small groups, 


sr 


In reply to the letter written by Pete Alexander, 
National Organiser of the ANL (September 
Searchlight) we would like to know who he 
claims to speak for. Certainly not the National 
membership as there has been no National 
Conference for at least 18 months. Also what 
contact has he got with local groups when he 
doesn’t even reply to requests for information 
and a National Conference. We are sure that we 
are not the only group to experience this arrogant 
lack of communication. 

Mr Alexander writes glibly about the decline in 
racist attacks and murders. He obviously does 
not read Searchlight or has any knowledge of the 
situation in areas like Newham, Croydon and 
Brick Lane. Do we really have to wait until more 
and more racist murders are committed or has he 
a sliding scale of racial harassment? Are his 
ramblings those of a fool or is it deliberate 
political policy that racism and fascism is no 
longer important to combat because it is not a 
good Party recruiting area? To state parrot 
fashion that the CND, the Right to Work 
Campaign and the Peoples March is the way 
forward is to pose these areas of struggle as 
magic ingredients. While tens of thousands of 
people march to Hyde Park for peace black 
families live in fear of violent attacks in the 
streets and in their homes. One campaign does 
not cancel out another and there is no political 
reason why the anti-racist and anti-fascist 
movement should be demoted to the bottom of 
the list of priorities to suit Party policy (SWP 
being mainly responsible as they masterminded 
the organisation of the ANL). 

He also states that the main task now is to 
remain vigilant and to counter particular nazi 
offensives. Where was the vigilance at Brick 
Lane where the ANL has done nothing to oppose 
the NF stall and the rise of violent racist attacks 
in the area? That is just one example; there are 
many more. 

No organisation can live on the laurels of the 
past but must campaign on the situation at 
present. An active National Anti-Fascist 
Movement is desperately needed. Mr 
Alexander’s letter is riddled with complacency 
while black communities are left to fight alone 
along with the few local ANL groups still 
functioning. If he hasn’t the guts or political 
integrity to do what he should be doing then he 
should resign and make way for someone who 
has. 

Yours in solidarity, 

Anna Sullivan, Sec. Islington ANL 

Peter Gilman, Judy Allen, Sharon Sullivan, 
Sean Corr, Unmesh Desai: Islington ANL. 


and made them even more vulnerable to 
attempted fascist attacks. 

The Fylde coast area is becoming a focal 
point for NF organisation in Lancashire and 
recruitment amongst local youth gives 
cause for concern. A strong anti-fascist 
challenge is required. Lancashire 
Association of Trades Councils have 
expressed opposition, but further action is 
essential. Lancashire County Council, 
which is Labour controlled, could take a 
positive step by running an anti-racist 
education campaign in Fylde schools, thus 
counteracting the sympathetic support that 
Front members receive from right-wing 
district councils on the Fylde. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT! 


RETURN MEETING 
GREATER BRITAIN 
MOVEMENT 


AT 


CAPEL ROAD, FOREST GATE, LONDON E.7. 


SATURDAY -SEPT 18th 230 p.m. 


es 


JOHN TYNDALL 


(The voice that Jewish terror cannot silence) 


ALSO.... 


DENIS PIRIE 
BARRINGTON SAUNDERS 


Nearest Station: 
Members & Supporters Assemble 2 p.m. 


Printed by Albion Press, Leadon 5.6.27. 
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BOYCOTT THE 
JEWISH 
FILTH MARKET! 


GREATER BRITAIN MOVEMENT 
Ben/vmr, Londen ¥.C.1. 
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The League of Empire Loyalists 


THE GREATER BRITAIN MOVEMENT 
AND THE LEAGUE OF EMPIRE LOYALISTS 


VOTE 
INDEPENDENT 
LOYALIST 


GT. BRITAIN’S MIGHTY ACHIEVEMENTS 

—THE CREATION OF PROSPEROUS CITIES 

AND COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND 

ABROAD — HAVE BEEN DUE TO THE 

MAINTENANCE OF BRITISH STOCK IN 
BRITISH LANDS 


All Parties now consent to the mongrelization of 
this stock by allowing continued coloured immigrants 


EMPIRE LOYALISTS SAY “NO!” THE IMMIGRA- 
TION POLICY MUST AT ALL COSTS BE REVERSED 
THAT IS ONE OF MANY REASONS WHY 
THE LEAGUE OF EMPIRE LOYALISTS 
DESERVES YOUR SUPPORT 


—————— 
Printed by Carivenas Limited, 72 Handereft Raed, Croydon Published by 
“ London, 5.1 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed anc 
discussed. 
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FRONT LINE IMPLICATIONS 


THE demolition of the ‘Front-Line’ has more than confirmed anxieties expressed in the aftermath of 
the summer 1981 ‘riots’ about possible extensions of police activities and influence under the guise of 
‘community policing’. It is crucial to realise that ‘community policing’ implies much more than the 
setting up of local police consultative committees on the lines proposed by the Scarman Report, and 
recently endorsed in a Home Office circular on this subject, or putting more police on the beat. 
Indeed, while the police have been concerned to limit police consultative committees to a purely 
advisory capacity and to fight off attempts at greater accountability for their operations, they have 
been advocating and promoting a much wider role for themselves in determining matters of general 


social policy in the inner cities. 


THE BRAMSHILL CONFERENCE 


In July an unpublicised conference 
took place at the National Police Staff 
College at Bramshill on “The urban 
future: inner-city conference’. The 
event was organised as part of the 
Senior Command Course at the 
College, which draws its students from 
the middle-to-higher ranks (e.g. super- 
intendent/chief superintendent level) 
of the police throughout the country 
and from overseas. Each year these 
students conduct a field exercise, and 
this year’s involved four teams visiting 
and investigating the problems of 
‘inner cities’ in Birmingham, Hackney, 
Manchester and Glasgow. Ostensibly 
the conference was held to consider the 
reports resulting from these visits. 

In fact, it was much more than this, and 
documents from the conference show that 
its subject matter was very wide ranging and 
its attendance drawn from the most senior 
levels of the police, central and local 
government and business. Police 


The IRU on hand in Brixton. 
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representatives made up only just over one- 
third of the participants, but these included 
Sir Kenneth Newman, the Commandant of 
the College and newly-appointed 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
and no less than 12 others of chief, deputy 
or assistant chief constable rank. About 
one-quarter of those attending were from 
central government, including seven senior 
civil servants from the Department of the 
Environment’s (DOE) Inner Cities 
Directorate and 14 members of the DOE 
Financial Institutions Group, as well as 
representatives of the Home Office and the 
Central Policy Review Staff (the Think 
Tank). Local government participants 
included two local authority police 
committee chairmen and half-a-dozen other 
councillors, three chief or deputy chief 
executives, and senior members of social 
services, housing, education, planning and 
probation departments. Of course, there 
were some academics and, more 
significantly, two news editors of major 
provincial newspapes. 

Discussion at the conference was by no 
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means restricted to traditional policing 
problems. In his Foreword to the 
conference papers Sir Kenneth Newman 
wrote of the ‘‘need to seek new strategies 
for dealing with inner-city problems ... 
not only by the police but by all agencies of 
social control’’. What this implied was 
made clear from the reports of the four area 
study teams: other social agencies must 


BRIXTON: POLICE 


ON FRONT LINE 


At 5.30 am on Monday, 1 November, the 
police sealed off the ‘Front-Line’ in Railton 
Road, Brixton, to enable Lambeth Council 
to take possession of several houses and 
immediately demolish three of them. By the 
next weekend, after a confrontation 
between riot police and black youth, the 
‘Front-Line’ had simply shifted to other 
areas of Brixton. As a local official 
admitted: ‘‘The net effect of everything has 
been to move the Front-Line 20 yards down 
the street. No one is satisfied and everyone 
is angry’’. 

The long-heralded ‘cleaning-up’ of the Front- 
Line clubs and meetings places had the support 
of all the political parties on the Tory-controlled 
council. As for the Home Office-inspired police 
consultative committee, which had been used to 
soften up local opposition, the sole objection of 
its chairman, Father Walker, was that it was not 
consulted over the timing of the operation. 

The operation was, in effect, a good example 
of ‘community-policing’ in action. Local 
councillors, under the old Labour Council and 
the new Tory Council, adopted a bi-partisan 
attitude to the need to remove the ‘Front-Line’ 
— based on information fed to them by the local 
police Commander. The housing department 
drew up proposals for the redevelopment of the 
area with ‘open spaces’ which would not allow 
gathering places for the youth. While the police 
liaison committee was used by the police to show 
that self-selected local ‘community leaders’ 
backed the Council’s plans to clean-up the 
‘Front-Line’. The groups whose houses were 
demolished had been promised that no action 
would be taken until alternative accommodation 
had been found for them. But the council and its 


accommodate the police in their policies 

and activities and, if necessary, such ‘co- 

operation’ should be secured by senior local 

government management or even central 

| government over any objections of grass- 

roots professional workers or the 
community. 

One area singled out for particular 
attention was education. The Manchester 
report complained of ‘‘senior 
educationalists’? who ‘‘question their own 
role in the field of social control’’ and seem 
‘unwilling to subscribe to a system which 
merely encourages young people to 

- submissively accept a bleak future’’. The 
remedy proposed was ‘‘close contact at 
force level between police and officers of 
the education department . . . (to) remove 
these suspicions’’. The Glasgow report also 
spoke of an education system ‘‘unrelated to 
the future life style of a generation faced 
with deprivation and unemployment on a 
staggering scale’, while the Hackney report 
| was more specific in attacking the local 
National Union of Teachers (NUT) ban on 
police in schools and demanding ‘‘a clear 
policy decision to be taken at senior 
management level in education’’ to override 
it. 

Similarly, the Manchester report 
complained that, in housing, current 
arrangements for consultation ‘‘amounted 
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housing officials decided not to wait for the 
groups or for the liaison committee meeting due 
to be held on the Wednesday. 
On the day hundreds of police were held in 
reserve to head off any reaction, including at 
least 18 riot-trained Instant Response Units 
(IRUs) from eight other police areas. In the 
afternoon a group of black people, some 300, 
marched to the police station and then the Town 
Hall to protest. The IRUs were sent in to disperse 
them, banging their shields on the ground and 
charging the crowd. As darkness fell a crowd of 
600 gathered, six fires were started — a house 
was gutted. The police tactics were, in their new- 
style post-uprising fashion, to clear the streets, 
not to arrest people — there were only four 
| arrests. 
This was the second mass operation 
spearheaded by the IRUs. The first being in 
Notting Hill. Protests were then made that the 
overalls worn by the police had no numbers on 
them so that officers could not be identified. 
When questioned, Whitelaw told the local Tory 
| MP that they had not had time to put the 
numbers on, but that this would be done — now, 
months later, exactly the same excuse is being 

made. In fact, the Metropolitan Police have had 
their special overalls since August 1981, 
according to a Home Office working party 
report. 

The press hailed the manoeuvre as an excellent 
example of ‘Scarman’-type policing. But what no 
one has examined is the role of the media since 
April 1981 in ‘isolating’ the peoples of* the 
‘Front-Line’ from the whole community, 
portraying them as the problem and thereby 
laying the groundwork for legitimating the local 
authority’s action and the subsequent ruthless 
policing. 


to little more than the spasmodic routing of 
planning applications to the area beat 
constable for his observations. No formal 
meeting took place between housing, social 
services and the police with a view to 
designing out the opportunities for crime 
and anti-social behaviour’’. The situation 
in Glasgow was more satisfactory from a 
police point of view, since ‘‘no new 
building development is given planning 
permission until the police have been given 
the opportunity to make comments and 
suggestions’’. Interestingly, the Glasgow 
team saw ‘‘dispersal of the inner-city 
population (as) undoubtedly a factor which 
prevented serious public disorder in 1981’’. 


The DOE intervenes for the 
police 


It would be easy to dismiss the Bramshill 
conference as a mere talk-shop, albeit a 
high-powered one. But in this case the 
talking has been swiftly followed up by 
action, in the form of a letter sent by Sir 
George Young, Under Secretary of State 
and Minister for Race Relations at the 
DOE, to all chairmen of Inner City 
Partnership and Urban Programme 
authorities in the country. At Bramshill 
there were specific calls for central 
government to give ‘‘the lead to local 
authorities’’ and demands for the police 
‘*to become more involved in the Inner City 
Partnership’. Sir George Young’s letter, 
written one month later, followed precisely 
this line in asking for programmes to be re- 
examined from the point of view of 
‘*reducing the levels of crime and vandalism 
in the inner areas’’. His letter goes on: 


“In the longer term an important factor 
in crime prevention may be the location 
and design of housing estates and other 
developments. I would like to see local 
authority planning and housing 
departments seeking the advice of the 
police where it is appropriate.’’ 


Also, as a direct result of the Bramshill 
conference, a press campaign attacking the 
NUT ban of police in schools in Hackney 
was launched, leading eventually to 
discussions at the Home Office on the 
matter. 


Neighbourhood policing in 
London 


Hackney is also, along with Notting Hill, 
the site for a new London experiment in 
‘neighbourhood policing’ which began in 
June of this year. The start of this 
experiment has been deliberately kept quiet 
in order to allow an ‘independent’ research 
team from the Police Foundation (whose 
board includes the Permanent Under 
Secretary at the Home Office and a number 
of chief constables) time to evaluate local 
residents’ attitudes and ‘‘to make such tests 
and measures necessary’? without 
‘‘unwarranted and speculative publicity’’. 
The thinking behind this experiment, as 
set out in a strategy paper by two police 
inspectors formerly studying at City 
University in London, is that the traditional 
role of enforcing the law and ‘‘the detection 
of offenders’ is no longer viable since ‘‘this 


tactic (is) not wholly effective in preventing 
further crime. Additionally, as demand 
increases, so less effort can be devoted to 
the time-consuming activity of detecting 
offenders.’’ Instead, it becomes ‘‘necessary 
to re-establish the public’s obligation to 
support and actively assist the police’’. The 
question the experiment is designed to 
answer, therefore, is ‘Show far can the 
community contribute to policing activities 
and how can a police organisation motivate 
and control their assistance?’’ 

The experiment will therefore begin by 
identifying ‘‘existing or viable 
communities’’ or areas ‘‘where 
communities need to be developed’”’ under 
police auspices. The tactics to be employed 
in this respect are described as 
‘*traditional’’, and will include foot patrols 
assigned to ‘‘community beats’’, police 
contact with local youths and ‘“‘street 
gangs’’, and with residents’ associations 
and similar groups whose ‘‘formation 
should be encouraged’’. Significantly, the 
paper also calls for ‘‘other agencies . . . (to) 
fully co-ordinate with the police strategy at 
operational level’’ and argues that ‘‘the 
police policy formulated must be expanded 
to acknowledge and influence policy 
decisions made by all other agencies who 
provide any kind of service to the 
communities. Where the policies are 
incompatible, the police must make 
forceful attempts to convince the other 
parties as to the value of a co-ordinated 
approach. It is also considered that liaison 
with local political figures will be important 
at this level’’. 


An alternative form of policing? 


Too often ‘community policing’ is seen as 
an alternative to the hardline, fire-brigade 
policing tactics that have become common- 
place in inner-city areas. Yet, the advocates 
of the ‘neighbourhood policing’ experiment 
in London insist that it will not diminish the 
police’s capacity for ‘‘rapid response to 
requests for assistance and the ability to 
maintain public order’’. Indeed, when 
looked at in terms of on-the-ground police 
operations, the scheme will provide little 
more than a gloss on reactive policing 
tactics. To begin with, desk-top computers 
will be installed at police stations to store 
and analyse data on police operations in the 
area. Then the area itself will be divided 
into two sections, each assigned its own 
team of police officers. Team A_ will 
provide ‘neighbourhood policing’ for Area 
A and similarly Team B for Area B. But, at 
the same time, Team A will act as a back- 
up, reactive police force for Area B and 
Team B will provide fire-brigade policing 
for Area A. Such are the wonders of 
modern police management! 

In reality, then, ‘community policing’, 
whether pursued at a national or local level, 
entails a massive extension of police 
influence over the citizen and challenges 
any notions of a separation of powers, 
while at the same time maintaining the 
police’s full capacity for action to combat 
mass protest and resistance. Moreover, 
these recent events indicate that the theory 
and practice of ‘community policing’ have 
developed much more rapidly than may 
have been anticipated even a year ago. 
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OVER 300 ATTEND CONFERENCE 


MORE than 300 delegates from black 
organisations, trade unions and 
political parties, drawn from many 
parts of the country, attended the 
conference organised by the Campaign 
Against Racist Laws (CARL) on 23 
October in County Hall, London. This 
important conference brought together 
for the first time in recent years the 
many local campaign groups resisting 
state racism. 

Following an introduction from the 
two Indian Workers’ Associations, 
CARL secretary Dave Cook outlined a 
plan for action which was debated in 
workshops and largely endorsed by the 
conference. It included a plan to build 
for a national demonstration on 27 
March 1983, with the slogans: 

— repeal the 1971 Immigration and 1981 
Nationality Acts; 

— No internal passport checks; 

— stop all racist deportations; 

— end the waiting lists of dependants 
and UK passport holders; 

— end the ban on foreign husbands 
and fiancés; 

— amnesty for all alleged illegal 
immigrants (including unauthorised 
workers and overstayers). 

Lambeth MP John Tilley outlined the 
new immigration policy of the Labour 
Party. He commented on the 
significance of changes in the two 
main parties’ policies on race and 
immigration. The Tories’ concessions 
in the Nationality Bill over husbands 


@ ANTI-RACISTS WIN DAMAGES FROM 
POLICE 


Five years ago in Burngreave, Sheffield, 
three white men were arrested when they 
intervened to stop police from assaulting 
and arresting a group of black youths 
following a raid. In April 1978 the three were 
acquitted of various charges of assault, 
criminal damage and obstruction. But their 
attempts to get actions brought against the 
police through the complaints procedure all 
came to naught. Griffiths, Cannon and 
Elliott decided to pursue their rights 
through the civil court, naming the Chief 
Constable as defendant and charging him 
with false imprisonment, assault and 
malicious prosecution. Rather than have the 
plaintiffs state their case in open court, 
even before the case commenced on 18 
October this year, solicitors acting for the 
police paid £2,000 into court. This in fact 
represented the maximum that the court 
could have awarded the plaintiffs in 
damages. 


@‘BLACK SPY’ SCHEME DENOUNCED 


The Black Arrow community group in 
Wolverhampton is furious about a new research 
project, headed by Dr David Young of 
Wolverhampton Polytechnic, which aims to 
infiltrate a black researcher to act as a spy in the 
local black community. Dr Young’s idea is to use 
his ‘undercover agent’ to pick up information 
about possible racial clashes before they occur, 
and to pass on the information to a committee 
which would include police officers. 

Already West Midlands County Council race 
relations sub-committee has promised £1,000, 
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and male fiancés were minimal and 
cosmetic. He said the intensity of 
opposition to this change indicated the 
deep racism of the Tory right, and was 
no comment on the radicalism of the 
changes. 

On the other hand, he claimed that 
the Labour policy marked a real 
change, giving citizenship through 
birth and marriage, and promising that 
the rights Labour took from East 
African passport-holders in 1968 should 
be restored. Labour was committed to 
immigration controls solely for the 
purposes of economic planning. 
Despite his assurance that these 
policies were “not up for discussion”, 
but represented a firm commitment, he 
stressed the need for constant 
vigilance in insisting they be carried out 
by the next Labour government. 

The conference showed what a great 
deal of vitality remains in the anti-racist 
movement, but how great is the need 
for better communications between 
the different organisations. In the 
workshop on internal controls many 
expressed the need for systematic 
monitoring of passport controls in 
housing, social services and education 
to enable campaigns to be organised 
and co-ordinated. 

Already around the country many 
campaigns are being waged. For 
example: 

@ Newham: When schools asked for 
black students’ passports teachers and 


but the county police committee has not yet 
decided whether to help pay the researcher’s 
salary. The matter came to a head when 
Councillor Mel Chevannes, chairperson of the 
Black Arrow group, denounced the research 
project and vowed to oppose it if it came for 
support to the local race relations committee. 
She called the idea of sending a black spy to 
report to police officers ‘‘obnoxious in the 
extreme’, and warned that, ‘‘far from 
improving race relations, the whole idea is 
politically infantile and unbelievably naive’’. 


@ BENGALI YOUTH GROUP PUTS 
RECORD STRAIGHT 


The Federation of Bengali Youth Groups has 
protested strongly at the way the opening of a 
new Bengali centre was reported in the Fast 
London Advertiser (29.10.82). The opening of 
the centre was headed ‘The haves...’ while 
under the heading ‘The have nots . . .’, a white 
woman who had received a grant of only £2,000 
for a local centre complained bitterly of the 
unfairness. 

The FBYG wrote to the paper’s editor 
protesting that this was both “‘misleading and 
deliberate’’. They said, ‘“You have failed in your 
journalistic duty by not mentioning that this is 
the only centre of its kind for the Bangladeshi 
community in the whole of the UK whereas there 
are hundreds of centres for the indigenous 
community up and down the country... 

‘‘We feel that the whole exercise is motivated 
and has been designed to stir up extremist 
emotions and cause racial disharmony’’. 

The Bengali community have been 
campaigning for years to open a cultural centre 
in the East End. The Kobi Nazrul Centre was 
finally opened in October this year. 


parents successfully lobbied and 
disrupted meetings of the local council 
for withdrawal of controls. 

®@ Camden/Islington: A local branch of 
NALGO had rejected passport checks 
(on the grounds that it would require 
extra work by staff) — a case of the 
right decision for the wrong reason! 

@ Child Poverty Action Group (1 Macklin 
Street, London WC2) announced they 
are monitoring controls over benefits 
and asked for information to be sent to 
them. 

@Wages for Housework Campaign 
stressed the special burden on single 
black mothers and the additional 
obstacle which possible passport 
checks present in deterring them from 
reporting crime (assaults, rape, racial 
violence) to the police. Police attempts 
to clear up prostitution in the Kings 
Cross area have led to indiscriminate 
passport checks on black men and 
women in the area. 

@S. Yorks NALGO reported that the 
Health Service Workers’ dispute was 
holding up the full implementation of 
checks. They expect the crunch to 
come after the dispute is settled. 


ET 


The CARF readership could help by 
sending details of controls and campaigns 
which we can publicise and send on to 
other national groups, such as CARL and 
the No Pass Laws campaign. 


CITROEN DISPUTE 
The °‘blossoming 
of dignity”’ 


IMAGINE a dispute on the lines of 
Grunwicks, in a plant the size of Fords 
Dagenham, but which is victorious! As 
Searchlight reported in July, 
immigrant workers in Citroén factories 
near Paris won such a battle, ridding 
themselves of the system of 
domination by a bosses ‘union’, the 
inaptly named Confederation of Free 
Trades Unions (CSL) and setting up a 
branch of the CGT (General 
Confederation of Workers). 


The Citroén/CSL system 


Of the 300,000 members claimed by the 
CSL before the dispute, 40 per cent work in 
the motor industry. About 4,300 
immigrants from North Africa, Turkey and 
Portugal worked in the factory at Aulnay 
where the resistance to the CSL began. It 
was known as the ‘factory of fear’. People 
said that within its perimeter French law did 
not exist, only Citroén law. Between mid- 
April and the end of May the strike spread 
to three other Citroén plants, at Levallois, 
Asnieres (both near Paris) and Saint Oeun 
les Epinettes. 

In a book published this autumn, 
Citroén, le printempts de la dignité (the 
blossoming of dignity), Floriane Benoit, a 
journalist who watched the dispute unfold, 
explains the system of intimidation at 
Aulnay, the daily insecurity endured by 
immigrants in France, particularly under 
the Giscard government. 

She explains how, at Aulnay, there were 
no limitations on the speed of the 
production line, how compulsory overtime, 
often unpaid, was a ‘‘present to the boss’’, 
how workers were humiliated every day, 
how their supervisors expected the 
occasional gift or dish of couscous. 
Industrial safety was quite disregarded, 
medical certificates were not accepted and 
injuries untreated. A Moroccan worker lost 
the use of an eye when, following an 
explosion in the paint-shop, he was kept in 
the factory sick-bay for 40 days without the 
necessary specialist care until his injuries 
were less conspicuous. 

Attempts to organise a trade union or to 
distribute leaflets met with reprisals, 
ranging from being given the most difficult, 
dirty or dangerous jobs, to extreme physical 
violence. One militant was regularly driven 
at by CSL cadres in the cars they used to 
patrol the factory. 

The system of intimidation became part 
of the normal management of the factory. 
The CSL bully-boys were recruited from 
right-wing sources in France, but, 


according to Benoit, they were also drawn 
from extreme right-wing Yugoslavian 
‘oustachis’, ex-members of Salazar’s PIDE 
and Turkish fascists. Their work, combined 
with the effect of racist laws enacted by the 
Giscard government (see Searchlight 
December 1980), created an atmosphere of 
permanent insecurity for the immigrant 
workforce. 


Insisting on dignity at work 


It was overt racism which sparked off the 
strike. People could no longer tolerate 
constantly being referred to as a slave, 
being denied recognition as a human being. 
Significantly, one of the demands was that 
everyone should have their own marked 
work-clothes to end the daily scramble for 
ill-fitting overalls. 

The system of intimidation was not 
restricted to Citroén, but operated in much 
the same way in the factories of Peugeot- 
Talbot. In the late spring and summer the 
strikes spread, workers demanding the 
freedom to choose their own trade union, 
proper settlement of industrial grievances 
and increased wages. These were upheld by 
the Minister of Labour. Before the summer 
holidays triumphant strikers returned to 
work with the flamboyant demonstrations 
which are union practice in France, waving 
banners, red flags, wearing huge union 
badges and singing songs of triumph. 


Autumn postscript: management 
provocations 


The return from holidays at the end of 
August was marked by a management 
fightback. According to L’Humanité 
(10.9.82), this had been in preparation since 
July. Some workers started their holidays 
without full pay, others had to produce 
their CSL card to get their air-ticket home. 
On 23 August eight Moroccan workers were 
sacked at Talbot (Poissy) on trumped up 
charges. The Minister of Labour 
intervened, but when the eight returned to 
work, supervisory staff (CSL members) 
stopped production. A similar game was 
played at Citroén-Aulnay when manage- 
ment tried to sack Boubaker Idouskine for 
allegedly attacking a foreman. All the 
workers kept their jobs. 

The next few months will doubtless see 
trials of strength of the new organisation, 
but the response of the work force suggests 
that the old system of repression cannot be 
revived. 


Floriance Benoit, Citroén Le Printempts de 
la dignité (Messidor/Editions Sociales, 
1982), 35 francs. 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


®@ The Daily Mirror 25.10.82. 


SIDNEY POITIER 
(BBC-1, 9.25) 


@london Review of Books, 7.10.82, 
Salman Rushdie recalls an interview on 
Start the Week with Robert Robinson on 
Radio 4: 


Recently, on a live radio 
programme, a professional humorist 
asked me, in all seriousness why | 
objected to being called a ‘Wog’. He said 
he had always thought it rather a 
charming word, a term of endearment. ‘I 
was at the zoo the other day’, he 
revealed, ‘and a zoo keeper told me that 
the Wogs were best with the animals; 
they stuck their fingers in their ears and 
wiggled them about and the animals felt 
at home’.” 


@£vening Standard, 14.10.82, No black 
humour, please: 


“... The Ethnic Minorities Unit — an 
EMU more bizarre than the one carried 
by Rod Hull — wants to award money to 
groups such as Black Lesbians, Afro- 
Caribbean Youth, Gypsies, Black 
Businessmen, the Irish Community and 
Black Gays ... You have to laugh. The 
alternative is to lie, weeping, under the 
pillow in a darkened bedroom”. 


@ Sunday Times, 18.10.82: 


“. .. Granada Television has dropped a 
plan . . . to feature a black family in the 
soap opera Coronation Street (because) a 
black family, given the characters in the 
Street, ‘Would cause racial tension and 
might encourage prejudice’.” 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


COUNCILS 


Ban on ‘black power groups’ urged 


Amenities boss Cllr Bob Hetherington has told 
Ealing council, West London he wants to tighten 
up the rules for hiring school halls and rooms in 
the Town Hall and that the ban which stops 
extremist groups like the NF from using the halls 
should be extended to include groups like the 
Socialist Workers Party ‘‘for their attacks on 
Jewish people’’ and ‘‘the more fanatical black 
power groups who violently attack in an abusive 
way the white race’’. (Acton Gazette 24.10.82.) 


Racial complaints panel 


Black council workers in Haringey with 
complaints of racial harassment in the office can 
now take their grievances to the top. But white 
collar union NALGO is split over the new 
investigative panel because managers will have 
no right of representation at the hearing. Black 
workers would be offered a choice of following 
up their complaints through the normal channels 
or going straight to the new panel. Cllr Bernie 
Grant says the panel is one of a series of 
measures backed by the council in a bid to stamp 
out racism — including ethnic record keeping 
and special training for minority staff. 
(Tottenham & Wood Green Weekly Herald 
14.10.82.) 


PASSPORT CHECKS 


New union ‘risk to CRE inquiry’ 


Home Secretary William Whitelaw has granted 
recognition to the new Immigration Service 
Union which broke away from the Society of 
Civil and Public Servants in protest at its ‘‘left- 
wing policies’. The decision throws into 
question the inquiry by the CRE into the 
immigration service. The ISU which claims over 
1,000 members in the 1,500-strong immigration 
service is demanding that it should have the right 
to see and correct the record of interviews carried 
out by the CRE looking for evidence of racial 
bias in the service’s procedures. Critics of the 
ISU maintain that its aims appear to be 
defending government policy rather than 
members’ interests. (Guardian 2.10.82.) 


Newham to outlaw passport checks 


The London Borough of Newham has launched 
plans to outlaw passport checks by its officers. 
The practice was thought to have been banished 
earlier this year but it recently came to light that 
Town Hall officials were continuing to check 
passports when dealing with housing allocations. 
(Newham Recorder 7.10.82.) 


Hospital in ‘racial origins’ row 

Staff at the Central Middlesex Hospital in West 
London have hit out against the Government's 
screening process to ensure foreign visitors are 
charged for hospital treatment. In the first two 
weeks of October more than 1,200 people had to 
undergo such screening. But only one foreign 
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student was declared unsuitable for free NHS 
treatment — and he declined medical aid. Staff 
feel that the checks are time-wasting and 
offensive. (Acton Gazette 28.10.82.) 


POLICE 


Woman to sue PC for ‘indecent assault’ 


A black woman who was cleared in court of 
assaulting a police officer said she was sexually 
assaulted in a police van when her dress was torn 
open and her breasts exposed. Mrs Esme Baker 
was arrested after she allegedly lashed out with 
her fists at a policeman as he struggled with her 
son. Mrs Baker told the court that PC Anthony 
Wright jabbed her breasts with a truncheon and 
told two other officers in the van: ‘‘Look then, I 
didn’t know a nigger woman had breasts’’. Her 
son Emile Foalkes was cleared of using 
threatening, abusive or insulting words or 
behaviour. After the hearing Mrs Baker said she 
would take civil action against the police officer. 
(Guardian 26.10.82.) 


‘Claim against police’ urged 


A Lewisham MP and a legal advice centre are 
urging people with complaints against the police 
to take out civil actions for damages. The North 
Lewisham Law Centre recently won an out-of- 
court settlement of £300 for a black client who 
claimed he was badly treated by police after he 
had reported an incident in which he himself was 
beaten up by skinheads. West Lewisham MP 
Chris Price recently asked in the House of 
Commons about the number of actions brought 
against the Metropolitan Police. According to 
the Home Office there were 226 settlements 
amounting to £106,000 between 1973 and 1981. 
(South London Press 19.10.82.) _ 


700 jailed for ‘riots’ offences 


Of the more than 4,000 people arrested in towns 
and cities last year during the ‘riots’, 700 people 
have so far been imprisoned, according to a 
Home Office statistical bulletin. The arrests have 
been broken down into various ethnic categories 
and the bulletin notes that when allowances are 
made for variation in sentencing according to 
age, employment status, and type of offence, 
‘there was little difference in sentencing between 
ethnic groups’. Copies of the bulletin are 
available free of charge from the Home Office 
Statistical Department, Room 1617, Tolworth 
Tower, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7DS. (Guardian 
14.10.82.) 


‘Flimsy’ report 


Mr John Tilley, MP for Lambeth Central, has 
described a local police report on racist attacks as 
‘flimsy’ and has called for a comparative study 
to be carried out by the Asian Community 
Action Group. The police figures show that 
whites are the most frequent victims of racial 
attacks. Such figures, say Mr Tilley, contradict 
the Home Office Report on Racist Attacks that 
show that Asians are fifty times more likely to be 
attacked than whites. Said Commander Brian 
Fairbairn, Head of L District: ‘‘a pub fight could 
be four whites against four blacks over who 
drank whose beer. Are we to say it’s not racial? 
It depends on the subjective view of people 
involved.”’ (South London Advertiser 26.10.82; 
Guardian 23.10.82.) 


MEDIA 


Sun newspaper condemned 


Coverage by the Sun newspaper of incidents 
during the Black Peoples’ Day of Action march 
last year was condemned by the Press Council as 
‘exaggerated and sensational’. A centre-spread 


article in the newspaper began: ‘‘Race fury 
erupted in the streets of London yesterday as 
Black Power militants turned a protest march 
into a riot. For seven hours a frenzied mob took 
part in an orgy of looting and destruction in the 
West End’’. After investigating 33 complaints 
the Press Council concluded that distortion was 
evident but it was not systematic nor aimed at 
damaging racial harmony. (Guardian 8.10.82.) 


TRADE UNIONS 


Civil servants threaten strike 


A scheme which involves benefit applicants being 
categorised into four racial groups — West 
Indian, Asian, African and others — was heavily 
criticised by civil servants in the Department of 
Employment. Checks on applicants are to be 
made visually by employment officials but 
protest over the scheme has caused a delay until 
January. A spokesman for the Civil and Public 
Servants Association expressed their anger and 
warned that some sort of strike action was likely. 
He added: ‘‘We are also worried about names 
coming into the possession of the Home Office 
through a computer link-up and we resent being 
forced to monitor race in such an underhand 
way’’. (Newham Recorder 29.10.82.) 


ASIAN SEAMEN ‘FORCIBLY 
REMOVED’ 


The Home Office is to investigate an incident in 
which immigration officials forcibly removed 
eight Asian seamen from a ship in Liverpool. 
The men had asked the Greek master of the 
freighter Good Explorer for union wages and 
had appealed to the National Union of Seamen 
for help. The master refused and called in the 
officials saying he could no longer be responsible 
for the seamen and that they might jump ship 
and become illegal immigrants. NUS officials 
appealed to their sponsored MP John Prescott to 
help them. The men were taken to Manchester 
Airport to be deported but will remain there until 
their cases are sorted out. (Guardian 4.11.82.) 


HIDDEN CAMERAS USED IN 
DISPUTE 


Spy camera, alarm bells and security guards said 
to be acting as an arm of the police force are 
being used in a three-month-old industrial 
dispute in Slough — already dubbed by some as 
the ‘new Grunwicks’. Ten people have so far 
been charged with offences as a result of 
picketing. Thirty nine workers — all of them 
black — were sacked by Heathfields (an electric 
cable drum manufacturer) following 
disagreements over a pay claim. The strike is 
officially backed by the GMWU and SOGAT, 
the union to which the majority of white workers 
at the factory belong, has instructed its members 
not to cross picket lines. But SOGAT members 
are crossing picket lines and _ lorry-driving 
members of the TGWU have been accused of 
racially-abusing locked out workers. A camera 
which had been in position for traffic use by 
another company has been strategically placed 
opposite the factory’s picket points and has 
moved as the action shifts from one entrance to 
another. Heathfield’s management has also set 
up a system of alarm bells to alert police when 
deliveries are scheduled at one of the entrances 
and have employed a private security firm on 
duty 24 hours a day. (City Limits 5.11.82.) 
Donations: Heathfield Dispute Fund, GMWU 
Branch Secretary, Raymond Akenyombo, 111 
Stoke Road, Slough, Berks. 


